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EDITORIAL 





Meeting Of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Supporters 
And Continuing Church 
Committee 


On Wednesday and Thursday, August 8-9, 1946, 
there was a gathering at Montreat of a group of 
the Supporters of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal and other members of the Continuing 
Church Committee. There were two hundred five 
in attendance from fifteen of our Synods. This 
meeting was characterized by a spirit of prayer 
and consecration. Dr. C. G. McClure of Charlotte 
presided. The Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., of 
Spartanburg, S. C., served as chairman of the 
program committee. 


The principal addresses were made by Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, Montreat, N. C.; Elder Richardson 
Ayres of Alexandria, La.; the Rev. Cary N. Weisi- 
ger, III, Augusta, Ga.; Elder Kenneth S. Keyes of 
Miami, Fla.; Dr. Daniel Iverson, Miami, Fla.; and 
Elder Hugh T. Shockley of Spartanburg, S. C. 
A large part of the time was also given to inter- 
cessory prayer and open discussion. We are printin 
three of the addresses in this issue of The Journal. 
That of Dr. Bell will be found on Page 3, that of 
Rev. Cary Weisiger, III, on Page 5, and that of 
Elder Richardson Ayres on Page 18. 


Officers elected for the new year 1946-47 are as 
follows; Elder Richardson Ayres, Alexandria, La., 
Chairman; Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., Spartan- 
burg, S. C., Co-Chairman; Elder Horace H. Hull, 
Memphis, Tenn., Vice-Chairman. Rev. Henry B. 
Dendy, D.D., Weaverville, N. C., Secretary; and 
Elder W. Gettys Guille of Salisburg, N. C. Treasur- 
er. Elder Kenneth S. Keyes was elected Chairman 
of the finance Committee and Rev. C. G. McClure, 
D. D., of Charlotte, N. C., as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Strategy. Additional members of the 
executive Committee include Dr. L. Nelson Bell, 
of Montreat, N. C., Dr. J. P. McCallie, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., Dr. J. M. Wells, Sumter, S. C., Thomas M. 
Glasgow, of Charlotte, N. C., and the Rev. Cary 
N. Weisiger, III, of Augusta, Ga. 





The legal Committee was renamed and includes; 
Judge C. Ellis Ott, Bogaloosa, La., Chairman; 
Judge Samuel M. Wilson, Lexington, Ky.; Hon, 
Henry E. Davis, Florence, S. C.; and Major W. 
Calvin Wells, Jackson, Miss. 


We print below the Report of the Committee on 
Findings. —H.B.D. 





Report Of Committee 
On Findings 


I. Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


1. Gratified by the remarkable success of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal reflected in the 
steady increase in the number of subscribers and 
the correspondingly increased influence, we hereby 
express our deep appreciation to the editor, his 
staff and all who have contributed support both in 
gifts and articles. 


2. We urge the friends of the Southern Presby- 
terian Journal and the cause it represents to sub- 
mit articles of interest and importance that a 
broader and even more effective impact may be 
made upon the thinking of our Church. 


II. The Continuing Committee. 


1. We are encouraged by the growing number of 
ruling elders and others of the lay membership of 
our church whe are showing their deep concern 
over the serious issues now confronting the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States. This concern 
is manifested by the large number who have at- 
tended this meeting and by the fact that many 
more desired to come but were unable to secure 
accommodations. It is worthy of note that 205 
persons from 15 synods are present. 


2. We reaffirm our loyalty to the following con- 
victions: 


a. The entire trustworthiness of the Word of 
God, the only infallibile rule of faith and practice; 


b. The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms as containing the system of doctrine 
taught in the Holy Scriptures; 


c. The fact of the Virgin Birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, His substitionary atonement to satisfy 
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divine justice, His mighty works and miracles as 
recorded in the New Testament, His bodily resur- 
rection, and His sure return in power and glory. 


III. The Question Of Organic Union 
With The Presbyterian Church In The 
United States Of America. 


1. We remain opposed at present to organic 
union with the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America because doctrinal differences 
present a serious obstacle. So far as the creedal 
statements are concerned the differences do not 
appear to be significant, but there is manifestly a 
radical difference in viewpoint in the two churches 
as to the interpretation and administration of the 
standards. 


2. We are also concerned about serious differ- 
ences in church government and of order, as well 
as in principles and methods of administration. 





3. Recalling that when our Church came into 
existence, congregations, presbyteries and synods 
exercised the right of self-determination with re- 
gard to their property, we stand unequivocally on 
this principle, believing it to be consistent with the 
best in our Presbyterian tradition. 


IV. Faith And Life. 


1. Humbled by the recognition of the presence 
of error and sin in our Church, and our own share 
of responsibility therefore, we re-dedicate ourselves 
to the task of rebuilding our Church pure in doc- 
trine, in life and uncompromising witness to the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


2. We covenant together to pray daily and es- 
pecially every Saturday night for the accomplish- 
ing of this undertaking and for the outpouring of 
the ~ Spirit upon our Church in a mighty 
revival. 





For We Have Not Followed 
Cunningly Devised Fables 


By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


This address was delivered as the opening address before The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal Supporters and Continuing Church Committee at Montreat, N. C., 
on Wednesday afternoon, August 7, 1946, at 2:30. o'clock. 


“God, who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom He also made the worlds; who 
being the brightness of His glory, and the express 
image of His person, and upholding all things by 
the word of His power, when He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high; 


“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 
any time we should let them slip. For if the word 
spoken by angels was steadfast, and every trans- 
gression and disobedience received a just recom- 
pense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
by them that heard Him; God also hearing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, ac- 
cording to His own will?” (Hebrews 1:1-3, 2:1-4.) 


The subject of this article is taken from the 
Second Epistle of Peter, the first chapter and the 
sixteenth verse: “For we have not followed cun- 
ningly devised fables.” 


The great issue before the Church of Jesus 
Christ today is whether, throughout the years, we 
have been believing and teaching and preaching 
the eternal verities of the Word of God, or, fol- 
lowing a mirage of cunningly devised fables. 


The history of the Christian Church is one of 
struggle; of constant warfare with the Devil, the 
enemy of souls. 


Against the early Church Satan tried persecu- 
tion but, as He so constantly does, He over- 
reached Himself and the blood of the martyrs be- 
came the seed of the Church. 


Later the tactics were changed and the destruc- 
tion of the Church was sought through ignorance 
and superstition and ecclesiastical oppression. The 
Dark Ages resulted but, through Martin Luther 
and those who followed him, God brought back 
life and light and the Church cast off its shackles 
by returning to the open Bible and its life-giving 
message. 


But, Satan has never ceased his warfare 
although his methods change constantly. Atheists 
and agnostics attacked from without but they 
failed. The Ingersolls and Paines heaped their 
ridicule on the Church of Jesus Christ and on the 
Word of God but they and their followers were 
broken on the Rock and went down to Christless 
graves. 


Today we see a startling and distressing new 
mode of attack, not from without but from within 
the Church. This new strategy of infiltration, had 
as its beginning those philosophers who attacked 
the historicity, veracity, authority and inspiration 
of the divine record, the Bible itself. Under the 
guise of scholarship, becoming critics of the Scrip- 
tures, rather than subject to the searching truths 
of these Scriptures, these men started a train of 
destructive teachings about the Bible which have 
culminated in the elevation of human reason above 
divine revelation. There are those who now affirm 
that “no intelligent person” can accept the record 
in the first three chapters of Genesis, the authen- 
ticity of many prophetic writings, the virgin birth 
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of our Saviour, the substitutionary atonement, the 
authenticity of the miracles of the Old Testament 
and of our Lord, the bodily resurrection of the 
Saviour and the spiritual authority and interpreta- 
tions of the Gospel in the Pauline and other 
epistles. 


The liberal theologian seems to see nothing in- 
consistent in questioning various parts of the Bible 
while, at the same time, affirming the “great prin- 
ciples” which the Bible teaches. We are constrained 
to believe that many of these men, good men and 
sincere as they are, are genuinely unhappy and 
that they long for the spiritual power which comes 
alone from a full faith and message. With all of 
our heart we believe that destruction of faith in 
the Bible means cutting the nerve of evangelical 
Christianity. 


This nerve having been cut, the efforts and 
~ energies of the Church are diverted to programmes 
of reform, and the emphasis is changed from indi- 
vidual redemption of the sinner to mass education 
towards social, economic and racial improvement. 
To facilitate such a programme ecclesiastical power 
and numbers are necessary and there is born a 
mania for union and for great organizations, re- 
gardless of underlying differences in doctrinal 
belief. 


Our own Church has in no wise escaped the 
trends of today. We have no reason to point to 
others with a finger of scorn as though we too are 
not guilty. But there is still a great body within 
the bounds of our Church which holds that unity 
of the spirit through unity of faith is of infinitely 
greater importance than organic union with any 
other group. 


As we face again and again the question of 
union with the Presbyterian Church, North, there 
are certain inescapable points which should be re- 
peatedly stressed. 


First of all, it would not be union but absorp- 
tion. It would not be merging but a submerging 
of our Church and her interests. No owner of a 
business would anticipate joining a firm four times 
as large as his own and yet be naive enough to 
expect to maintain any vestige of control over 
that organization. No suggestion of ‘Regional 
Synods,” or other forms of local autonomy can 
eliminate the fact that the inevitable end of or- 
ganic union with the Northern Church will be that 
every phase of our Church’s life and activity will 
be determined by those who have little knowledge 
of, or sympathy with, some of the problems which 
we face. Also, there can be nothing in such an 
arrangement which cannot be completely changed 
by subsequent actions of the new Church Courts. 


In the second place, such a union would disrupt 
the effectively working agencies of our Church. We 
have reason to be thankful for, and proud of, these 
agencies, and, experience has shown again and 
again that effective work is most often prosecuted 
by able men, representing small groups which are 
fully aware of the problems and goals they repre- 
sent, rather than larger boards in which is con- 
centrated great power. Our Foreign Mission enter- 
prise will suffer greatly by such a merger. Home 
Missions will be complicated by lack of under- 
standing. Stewardship will come to an impassé 
because the two systems are diametrically dif- 
ferent. We will find ourselves with a race problem 
infinitely greater than we now have, because com- 
plicated by men who do not understand many of 
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the problems involved. Our educational and other 
agencies will likewise be changed in ways we 
would deplore. 


In the third place, while outwardly adhering to 
the same Standards we find the two Churches di. 
verging widely in interpretation and application of 
these Standards. There have been those who have 
sought to minimize the theological and doctring] 
aspects of the Auburn Affirmation, seeking to have 
it mean primarily a revolt against a deliverance of 
a Church Court. The historical facts do not bear 
out such a position. While some may have signed 
this document for these reasons, we know it to be 
a fact that many signed it because they no longer 
held belief in these five doctrines as essential to 
ordination. Not only has the Auburn Affirmation 
never been repudiated but it was passed over to 
avoid a split in the Northern Church. Since that 
time its signers have more and more come into po- 
sitions of power within that Church. 


Many in our Church do believe these doctrines 
to contain the very heart of the gospel message, 
and they contend that to relegate them to the 
category of “cunningly devised fables” is not only 
a sin against our Lord but also certain to spell 
eventual doom to effective evangelical witness. For 
that reason, if for no other, they are unwilling to 
enter into any form of union with another group 
until doctrinal integrity is again recognized as es- 
sential to ordination. The Presbyterian Church is 
a confessional Church, a Church which has always 
held high these standards. To lower these standards 
now is unworthy of the history of our Church and 
disloyal to our Lord and His Word. 


But, our position is not a negative one, nor is it 
a contentious one. 


With all our hearts we recognize our own sin- 
fulness and the fact that the best Christians are 
simply sinners saved by grace. We also recognize 
the need for more love for one another and for 
those with whom we differ. 


We further recognize that the greatest single 
need within our Church is a Spirit-sent revival. A 
cold doctrinal soundness is a tragic misapprehen- 
sion of the meaning of the Gospel. When a revival 
comes it will come, as always, because men have 
seen their own sinful hearts and cried out to the 
One who alone can forgive sin. Revival will come 
when we recognize in men and women and little 
children around us people who are eternally lost 
without the Saviour. Revival will come when we 
realize that the most important thing in this world 
is the redeeming grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Revival will come when we preach the Gospel in 
its fulness, trusting in the Holy Spirit to water the 
seed we sow. 


Again we affirm—when we insist on a loyal ad- 
herence to the clearly stated doctrines of the Scrip- 
— have not followed cunningly devised 

ables. 





THE INFALLIBLE WORD 


A Symposium by the Members of the Faculty of 
Westminster Theological Seminary. Price $2.50 
postpaid. One year’s subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal free with each copy of this 
book ordered from us. The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Prayer Fellowship In A Crisis 


By Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III* 


This address was delivered before The Southern Presbyterian Journal Supporters 
and (Continuing Church Committee at Montreat, N. C., on Wednesday evening, 


August 7, 1946, at 8:00 o'clock. 


Recently I visited the library of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in New York City and came across 
a musty, old volume written by Jonathan Edwards 
describing the spiritual awakening that came to 
his church in 1735 and that later spread through 
New England. The full title is quaint and interest- 
ing: “Edwards on Revivals: Containing a Faithful 
Narrative of the Surprising Work of God in the 
Conversion of Many Hundred Souls in Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts, A.D. 1735; Also, on the Revival 
of Religion in New England, 1742, and the Way in 
ad it Ought to be Acknowledged and Pro- 
moted.” 


Edwards describes a remarkable movement of the 
Spirit of God. In the earlier revival almost all of 
the adult residents of Northampton became com- 
municant members of the church. 100 were receiv- 
ed before one Lord’s Supper, 80 before another 
and 60 before a third. Almost 300 souls were 
“saved hopefully” in one half of a year. The con- 
versation of people turned almost exclusively on 
spiritual matters; they were even tempted to neg- 
lect their worldly business. 


Of course, group prayer played a prominent part 
in the revival. As a result of his experience and 
observations Edwards suggests that a day of prayer 
be conducted as follows: small companies should 
meet for prayer about town, men with men, women 
with women, young people with young people, and 
children with children; all should gather for mid- 
day prayer in the church; then all should retire for 
the afternoon to their smaller prayer companies. 


Let us go back from the New England revival 
of two centuries ago to the time of Daniel the 
prophet and the children of Israel in exile. Again 
we shall see an amazing example of group prayer 
and of the power which God will release through it. 


What Happened When Four 
Men Prayed? 


Nebuchadnezzer the king had a dream. He was 
much troubled by it but could not remember what 
it was. He summoned his magicians, enchanters, 
sorcerers and Chaldeans into the royal presence. 
He demanded that they tell the dream and the in- 
terpretation thereof. Bewildered, they asked the 
king to describe the dream, promising then to in- 
terpret it. Nebuchadnezzar became furious. He de- 
creed that his wise men should be cut in pieces 
and their houses made a dunghill. Then Daniel 
heard of the decree, gained a brief time of delay in 
the execution of it, and the narrative runs as 
follows: “Then Daniel went to his house, and made 
the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azar- 
iah, his companions: that they would desire mercies 
of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that 
Daniel and his companions should not perish with 
the rest of the wise men of Babylon. Then was 
the secret revealed unto Daniel in a vision of the 
night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.” 
(Dan. 2:17-19). As a result Daniel was able to 


recount and interpret the famous dream of the 
image with the head of gold. 


I confess that I am haunted by these examples 
of power in group prayer. Why can’t we have this 
fellowship as a normal experience? Are there not 
reserves of power which God is willing to release 
whenever there are actually two or three who are 
of one mind in Christ Jesus? Must it only be in 
what we call a crisis that we are willing to break 
down our barriers of pride and disharmony in order 
to secure the blessings of Heaven with an accept- 
able group attitude? We all know that the problem 
in prayer is not to cajole a reluctant God to do 
our bidding. The problem is to bring ourselves into 
that condition of mind and heart which God has 
indicated He will immediately bless with ample 
answers and assurances. The hindrance in prayer 
is never in God; it is in us. Therefore, I would 
raise certain questions for our consideration. 


What Is The Truth About Most 
Of Our Group Praying? 


We must admit that much of our corporate 
prayer is unreal. We lack unanimity of mind and 
purpose. Some of us are spiritually on good terms 
with God and some of us aren’t. Some of us expect 
God to answer prayer and some of us don’t. There 
are professing Christians who have never been 
deeply convinced about the efficacy of prayer. 


Take a typical Sunday morning congregation. 
The pastor in most Presbyterian churches does all 
of the audible praying. Even if by careful prepara- 
tion and long hours on his knees in private he is in 
a suitable condition to approach the Throne of 
Grace, there still remain the people. Where are they 
spiritually? Some are not yet born again. Their 
souls have not been breathed upon by the regener- 
ating Spirit of God. They are not renewed in 
Christ. They have never been in repentance and 
faith to Calvary. They cannot see or enter God’s 
kingdom in prayer. 


Others in the average congregation are carnal, 
undeveloped Christians. With weary slouch they 
lean forward on the next pew at the time of the 
pasteral or “long’’ prayer. While the pastor drones 
on, their minds wander in pleasant fields; dress, 
food, home, business, pleasures are dwelt upon. 


Some, God bless them, are eager for prayer. 
They recognize its importance. A man is speaking 
for them to God. Personal and social issues are at 
stake. The universe may be affected. The hands of 
prayer are grappling with destiny. These really try 
to pray. 


Of course, if the pastor himself has not made 
careful preparation, all is lost. Prayer is only a 
perfunctory preliminary. Everyone is relieved when 
it is over. But God isn’t relieved, and the Spirit of 
God is offended. 
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Again, take your typical board meeting, whether 
of officers or of other organizations in the church. 
It is customary to begin with prayer. It is custom- 
ary to make the prayer short and to use certain 
set forms. If the one praying commits the un- 
pardonable sin of going beyond the usual length of 
time, there is a suppressed feeling of indignation. 
People soon learn that it is better not to call on 
certain persons to pray lest they be too long about 
it. There is business to be dealt with. Besides, 
everybody is in a hurry to go home. 


I have been so convicted about this that in re- 
cent months I have asked my elders to make an 
adjustment with me both in our thinking and in 
our practice. Those of you who are ahead of me in 
these matters will pardon this personal reference 
and take it as confirming your own convictions and 
experience. We have decided that prayer is our 
business. It is our primary and main business as 
elders. Therefore, it has become the first item on 
the agenda for 45 minutes, and in that time we 
take the names of 15 or 20 families on cards, dis- 
cuss their needs briefly as we know them and inter- 
cede for them. Thus we hope in the course of a 
year to cover the entire congregation. In all of 
this, one conviction abides with me; we must find 
a way of having power in our group praying and 
of truly laying hold of God. 


Why Does Our Corporate Prayer 
Lack Reality? 


I believe there are at least three sins which keep 
our prayer fellowship from being what it ought 
to be. Every born again person should feel almost 
instinctively what those sins are. They are pride, 
disloyalty and lovelessness. Scripture suggests them 
to us. In the epistle to the Ephesians Paul follows 
the rich doctrinal chapters first of all with this 
practical exhortation. He urges us to walk “with 
all lowliness and meekness (the opposite of pride), 
with longsuffering (the opposite of disloyalty), 
forbearing one another in love (the opposite of 
lovelessness)”? (Eph. 4:2). Unless we obey this in- 
junction we shall not remotely capture true prayer 
fellowship. 


Consider pride. How it keeps us from acknow- 
ledging our weaknesses, temptations and sins! Why 
can’t we break down this ridiculous reserve and ad- 
mit the plain fact that the best of us are just poor 
sinners saved by grace? I shall never forget how 
an old missionary confided in me when I was 
serving as a _ short-termer in India under the 
Northern Presbyterian Board. Saintly Dr. J. J. 
Lucas went to India in 1870 and in 1934 he was 
still going strong, retired in the sight of men but 
not in the sight of God. He told me that every 
morning he made it his custom to go to the Lord 
with words from this old hymn on his lips: 


“Just as I am without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.” 


This made a tremendous impression upon me. 
Why should we not get down before one another 
to that level where we really are, the level of poor 
sinners saved by grace? 


Disloyalty is a deadly sin and kills fellowship. 
We may practice it in many ways. There is the 
cutting criticism made behind another’s back. In 
public meeting there is the smile, the wink, the 
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nod, the glance indicating to a third person that 
the one who has just entered the room or who has 
the floor is batty or queer or pathetic. How can 
God bless that or give unction or grace in such an 
atmosphere? O, for cleansing from disloyalty. This 
sin is preventing revival in many a church. 


We are afflicted by lovelessness. We don’t care 
enough for one another. We have drifted far from 
that day when it was said: “Behold, how these 
Christians love one another!” We can rarely ex. 
pose our deepest concerns even to a Wednesday 
night prayer group because we fear people wil] 
be bored or will misjudge us. We don’t trust one 
another. Must it be only in what we call a crisis 
that we are willing to bind ourselves closely enough 
together in humility, longsuffering and love? Just 
here I should like to make a remark that may be 
misunderstood but I want to make it anyway. We 
who are friends of this cause of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal have a responsibility for a 
larger loyalty and love than that within this group. 
We have a responsibility toward all the brethren in 
the Church where we promised to study unity and 
love and peace as well as purity. I disagree with 
some of our brethren in the Church, but I want 
to be careful when I speak about them, not saying 
anything when they are absent which would violate 
the code of love. 


I like to think that Daniel and his three friends 
preserved their prayer fellowship at all times. The 
way they stuck together and the way in which God 
blessed them suggests that. 


What Can We Do About It? 


It occurs to me that we can make a change both 
in our thinking and in our living. So far as our 
thinking is concerned, we ought to realize that we 
are always in a crisis. To be sure, we feel that we 
are in a particular crisis now in the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. as we face the question of 
organic union with another body. A strong and 
determined group of leaders who are fascinated, 
so far as I can frankly assess the situation, with 
external amalgamations, are trying to take us intc 
this union. I think that these brethren are mistaken. 
At any rate the crisis is upon us, and that should 
drive us to more earnest and genuine group prayer. 
But every time, I repeat, is for the Christian a 
crisis time. We believe that God’s plan is one and 
that His providence is one. Therefore, there is 
never any moment when we need the presence and 
help of the Lord Jesus Christ less than we do at 
other moments. Who can say what is important or 
what is unimportant in God’s providence? The 
hymn is right: “I need Thee every hour.” 


If you get up in the morning and you are in good 
health and your children are well and your work 
is running smoothly, you are in a crisis just as 
much as you are when you get up one morning 
feeling sick and one of your children is desperately 
ill and your work is in a bad way. Recognizing this 
fact in our thinking will help us, I feel, to prize 
the blessings of genuine prayer fellowship. 


Then, as to our living, we may make three ad- 
justments. We may first of all be sure that there 1s 
no barrier of our making existing between our- 
selves and other Christians. Every relationship 
should be right. Sometimes an elder has _ hate 
another elder, or a pastor has hated his session, oF 
a session has hated its pastor. Every relationship 
must be cleansed as a condition of power in joint 
prayer. 
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Next, we may undergird all of our ordinary 
church activities with more prayer. I have men- 
tioned what my Session and I are trying to do. It is 
too early to calculate results, but I know that 
blessing has come to us. 


Finally, we may covenant together to pray for 
our Church and for revival every Saturday night. 
The ministers of Augusta presbytery have been re- 
membering one another in that way, and I know 
it has helped me. Just think of the power that God 
may be pleased to release if 200 of us are on our 














knees every Saturday night across this Church 
pleading for a mighty spiritual awakening in all of 
us! 


I remind you that only four men met for prayer 
long ago, and the results were astonishing. A vision 
was granted in the night, an unheard of revelation 
was given, a throne was impressed, an empire was 
swayed, human lives were spared. May God give us 
that same kind of prayer fellowship and power for 
our day! 











IV. The Holy Spirit And 
The Church 


THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 
By Rev. T. E. P. Woods, D.D.* 


“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit.” I Cor. 12:4. 


The Church is both an organism and an organiza- 
tion. As an organism, its sphere is in heaven and 
on earth. It is the living Body of Christ, who is 
the authoritative Head; and it is united into a cor- 
porate whole by the Holy Spirit, who is the ad- 
ministrative Agent of Christ, to execute all orders 
from the Head, and to co-ordinate all the functions 
of the Body. As an organization, its sphere is on 
earth. It is composed of persons who have freedom 
of will, rational spirits, and physical bodies. These 
individuals, according to their several abilities, ap- 
titudes, racial ties, and geographical distribution, 
under the supervision of the Holy Spirit, volun- 
tarily associate themselves into minor groups as 
local churches, and into major bodies as denomi- 
nations with their varying subsidiary organizations 
within the denominations and the churches, for the 
better accomplishment of their ministry to the 
glory of God. 


The divinely appointed mission of the Church is 
to evangelize the world, and to furnish the Holy 
Spirit with the human agency for collecting out of 
the word those whom God has predestinated to be 
members of the Church. The mission of the Holy 
Spirit is: First, to call, sanctify, and equip these 
human agents for their duties; and second, to co- 
ordinate the development and the operations of the 
Church as a whole. 


In addition to spiritual life and development, 
which we have discussed previously, the Church 
needs special gifts for its work. These gifts are of 
two kinds: Persons who can contribute service 
needed by the Church to carry on its work, and 
qualifications that will enable them to preform 
their duties efficiently, and thus edify the Body 
of Christ. 


The gifts to the Church are from God, as is 
shown in First Corinthians 12:4-6: Diversities (or 
distributions) of gifts from the Holy Spirit; differ- 
ences of administrations from the Lord, who is the 
Son; and diversities of operations (or energizings) 
from the Father. The first chapter of Ephesians 
presents the same economy regarding the plan of 
salvation: Which was formulated by the Father, 
executed by the Son, and applied by the Spirit. 





The Church itself is the gift of the Father to the 
Son (John 17), who as the Head is responsible for 
its organization and administration. But, He has 
appointed the Holy Spirit to be His Vicar; and 
since all of Christ’s operations in the Church are 
performed through His Vicar, the gifts to the 
Church and to its members are properly called the 
gifts of the Spirit, who is responsible for their 
distribution and effective use. 


1. The Nature of the Gifts. If its work is to be 
effective, the Church as an organization of be- 
lievers in Christ must operate by agreement and 
distribution of effort, and not by individual in- 
clination or impulse. In order to do this, certain 
members must have particular duties assigned to 
them, which they will perform for the good of all. 
In order to carry out their duties efficiently, the 
chosen members must be qualified for their tasks. 
So, we have two kinds of gifts: Persons and 
abilities. 


1. Persons: The Gifts of the Spirit to the Church 
(1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11). The persons who are 
Christ’s gifts to the Church through the Spirit are 
of three classes: Ministers of the Word, officers of 
administration, and special witnesses. 


The first class of gifts to the Church. Because 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation to every believer, and is the food of 
life to those who have been saved, the gifts of 
prime importance to the Church are ministers of 
the Word. These are set down by the Holy Spirit as 
apostles, prophets, preachers, evangelists, teachers, 
and pastors. 


Apostles were ambassadors extraordinary  ap- 
pointed by our Lord Jesus Christ for the establish- 
ment of His Church. They had the combined 
qualifications of all the “gifted” persons. Prophets 
were the speakers for God; they received revela- 
tions directly from Him, and spoke with the au- 
thority of God. Apostles and prophets were the 
foundation of the Church, of which Jesus Christ 
was the chief cornerstone. The foundation, once 
laid, was not to be laid again; therefore the need 
for apostles and prophets ceased with what is call- 
ed The Apostolic Age, which ended about 100 A.D. 
We can find no warrant in the Scriptures for 
apostolic succession; but the need for the other 
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four classes of ministers of the Word has con- 
tinued to the present. 


A preacher is a herald whose duty is to deliver 
a message faithfully; he is not to add to it or take 
from it; he must not shun to declare the whole 
counsel of God, whether it be good for his hearers 
or evil. An evangelist is the proclaimer of good 
news, the messenger of salvation. A teacher is an 
instructor whose cuty is to explain the meaning of 
a message so plainly that his hearers will under- 
stand it. A pastor is a figurative shepherd who has 
eare of a flock, to feed and protect its members. 
These four types of service may be administered 
separately; or they may be, and usually are, com- 
bined in a single minister who at the same time is 
a bishop, or elder. Paul speaking to the Ephesian 
elders admonished them as both bishops and pas- 
tors: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock over the which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers [bishops], to feed [as pastors] 
the church of God, which he has purchased with 
His own blood” Acts 20:28. 


The second class of gifts to the Church includes 
officers of administration, or stewards of the house- 
hold of God. They are named as elders, or bishops; 
and deacons. They are called “helps and govern- 
ments” in the list of gifts of the Spirit in 1 Cor. 
12:28. The qualifications and duties of these offi- 
cials are adequately set forth in the pastoral 
epistles of Paul, and are so well defined and dis- 
cussed in our Book of Church Order, that we shall 
add no further comment. 


The third class of gifts to the Church, as record- 
ed in 1 Cor. 12:28, calls for some consideration. 
It is concerning special witnesses that are essential 
in exigent periods of establishing and developing 
the Church. This class is distinguished by miracu- 
lous powers: Wonder workers, healers, speakers in 
other tongues, interpreters of tongues, and discern- 
ers of spirits. These were needed during The 
Apostolic Age. 


For its dynamic effect, the gospel message called 
for belief in a well nigh unbelievable miracle, the 
resurrection of one Jesus of Nazareth, who had 
been crucified, who had died, who had been en- 
tombed; but who had risen from death on the third 
day. It was claimed by his followers that he was 
the Messiah of Israel, and the Lord who had as- 
cended into heaven to sit on the right hand of God 
the Father. For the Messiah to die was a stumbling 
block to the Jews; and the resurrection was utter 
foolishness to the wise Greeks. The man who was 
witness of these two facts about Jesus Christ need- 
ed a sign for the Jews, and wisdom for the Greeks. 
Therefore the Holy Spirit gave the Church in its 
time of need miracle workers, and men empowered 
with words of wisdom and knowledge. These mira- 
culous gifts were signs, not to them that believed, 
but to them that believed not, to catch their atten- 
tion, arouse their interest, and cause them to hear 
the message of life. 


All the gifts thus far mentioned are persons 
whose business is to serve. In no sense are these 
ministers to be looked on as holding positions of 
authority by virtue of which they can exercise 
lordship over others (1 Pet. 5:23). The ministers 
are gifts to the Church; the Church is not given to 
them. Jesus made this very plain to His disciples 
when He rebuked their ambitious thoughts, by say- 
ing. “Ye know that they which are accounted to 
rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 
But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever 





will be great among you, shall be your minister; 
and whosoever of you will be chiefest, shall be the 
servant of all. For even the Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many.” May the Spirit of 
Christ forever take from our minds the thought 
that the official pastor, or elder, or deacon, or 
bishop, or archbishop, or Pope, is by reason of his 
office elevated to a rank of such authority that he 
can treat his less privileged brethren with manda- 
tory pride or arrogant condescension, for his office 
came to him, not only through the will of the 
Spirit, but also through the suffrage of the Church 
(Acts 13:2, 3). 


2. Abilities: The Gifts of the Spirit to Members 
of the Church. The second kind of gifts of the 
Spirit is the individual equipment of the members 
to enable them to perform their duties for the 
perfecting of the saints, unto the work of minister- 
ing to and building up the Body of Christ. These 
gifts are specifically named as the word of wisdom, 
the word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, 
working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, 
kinds of tongues, and the interpretation of tongues; 
all of them by the same Spirit, whose manifestation 
is given to every man for the profit of the Church. 


Except in situations of special need that call for 
unusual spectacular signs, the gifts of the Spirit to 
individual believers are the supernatural energiz- 
ings of a man’s natural abilities. A born musician 
will become a newborn musician, who devotes his 
musical talent to the glory of God. Bezaleel, a 
man with natural skill, was filled with the Spirit of 
God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, 
and in all manner of workmanship, that he might 
be qualified to construct the tabernacle. The 
Spirit of God came upon Samson and greatly in- 
creased his natural strength of body, to enable him 
to conquer the Philistines. The Spirit of God came 
upon Saul at the beginning of his reign, and gave 
the ability to rule well. When he, in self-will, re- 
fused to go God’s way, the Spirit departed from 
him. In these cases, it was not the Spirit of Re- 
generation that these men received, but special 
energy according to their natural abilities. As in 
the parable of the talents, “To every man accord- 
ing to his several abilities.” 


It is interesting to note that Paul did not set a 
high valuation on the special gifts. Even the first 
gift to the Church at Pentecost, the gift of tongues, 
had in Paul’s day about run its course of value to 
the Church. The fourteenth chapter of First Corin- 
thians does not deny the right to speak with 
tongues, but shows that this gift does not always 
edify the Church; and, when it does not, the 
tongue-speaker would do better by remaining silent. 
Paul said: “I thank God, I speak with tongues more 
than you all: howbeit in the church I had rather 
speak five words with my understanding, that I 
might instruct others also, than ten thousand words 
in a tongue.” 


II. The Purpose of the Gifts. The purpose of 
both graces and gifts is the attainment “unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ,’’ who is the over all Head to 
the Church, “which is His Body, the fullness of 
Him that filleth all in all.” Three directions for the 
attainment of this fullness through the gifts of 
the Spirit are given in Eph. 4:12: For the perfect- 
ing of the saints for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the Body. 


1. For the Perfecting of the Saints: Faith. “But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
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man to profit withal.’”” To every member of the 
Body of Christ is given a gift to enable him to 
perform his part for the good of all, and to receive 
from the quickened energy of the Body the joy of 
participating in its glorious service. His part may 
be very humble, but Christ assigned him the part, 
and the Spirit gives him the ability to do it well. 
If he responds with faith, he will receive his reward. 


A tiny screw in an intricate machine may be so 
hidden that it is never seen after the builder placed 
it there. Its job is to hold something in place, so 
that some other part may move freely and smoothly 
in its more colorful operation. “Just a pew-sitter, 
occupying the same place week after week, year 
after year; nothing to do!” you say; but in the 
stillness of your sittings, the great Artist is paint- 
ing on your face a master-piece of patient waiting 
that shows to them that know you the foregleams of 
the glory that is to be. So, have faith; and pray on, 
if that is your part. “Nay, those members of the 
body, which seem to be more feeble are necessary: 
and those parts of the body, which we think to be 
less honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant 
honor.” 


2. For the Work of the Ministry: Worship. The 
worship of the Church is not a formality, but an 
expression of its vital faith. There may be a ritual, 
or order of worship; for all things must be done 
decently and in order. If the order be of the Spirit, 
it will give evidence that the gifts of the Spirit are 
operative. The order of worship calls for prayerful 
planning lest there be confusion. 


Preaching holds a place of prime importance in 
the majority of Protestant churches; for the mantle 
of the prophet has fallen on the preacher. The mes- 
sages of the prophets “are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the gospel unto you 
with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven” 1 Pet. 
1:12. The “gifted’ preacher becomes the mouth- 
piece of the Holy Spirit so long as he sticks to his 
text, and rightly divides the Word of Truth. The 
sermon differs from all other forms of discourse 
in that it always centers in Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified. The simpler it is, the more effective 
is its power; for thus it so represents Christ that 
the hearers see HIM, and do not think of the 
wonderful discourse they have heard, or of the 
eloquent preacher who delivered it. 


Prayer is really the power that packs the pews. 
Not the so-called long prayer, which is often too 
long, and too evidently prepared to impress the 
congregation, as was the case of one that the writer 
heard years ago: A newspaper reported it as “the 
most eloquent prayer ever addressed to a Clarks- 
ville audience.” The public prayer has its place, 
and a worthy one; but the prayer-book of the 
preacher is composed of his praying members. 


Praise: “Singing with grace in your hearts’ de- 
scribes another important part of the Spirit’s ritual; 
“making melody in your hearts to the Lord.” We 
all love good music; and the Lord loves it: but He 
does not love it when it comes from unsanctified, 
unsaved sinners, however wonderful their natural 
ability, or marvelous their acquired skill. 


Paying: “Let us worship the Lord with our sub- 
stance.” This announcement by the pastor intro- 
duces a part of worship that sometimes causes dis- 
criminative fingering of the coins in the purse to 
find the one that will be least missed. God loves 
the cheerful giver, who gives, not grudgingly nor of 
necessity, but willingly; because he has first given 
himself to the Lord. 
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So, by preaching, praying, praising, and paying, 
the work of the ministry is carried on in worship 
that exhibits faith. 


3. For the Edifying of the Body: Teaching. Faith 
and worship both edify; but another work is need- 
ed, which is the training of minds of both old and 
young in the Sunday School; and, more important 
still, the development of Christian character in the 
home, where the Family Altar is the lodestone of 
spiritual] interest, and the godly lives of parents 
are a bulwark of strength to the children. 


These three steps, Faith, Worship, and Teaching, 
lead inevitably to the increase of the Body by the 
ingathering of youths trained in the home and in 
the church school; and by the wider ingathering 
through evangelistic effort. 


Evangelism should be both public and private. 
If we examine the sermons of Peter and Paul in 
the Acts, we shall find that they never failed to 
call for a decision about Jesus Christ, and in a 
Vigorous, heart-searching manner. They were 
filled with the Spirit and preached with power be- 
cause they knew Him whom they trusted, and they 
were eager to have others know Him too. His in- 
tercessory prayer teaches clearly that Jesus ex- 
pected the succeeding generations of believers to 
witness for Him even as He expected the apostles 
to witness. So the challenge comes down to us all 
to do our share of effectual work according to 
our evaluation of what He has done for us, and 
according to the ability of each one of us, that the 
oe may increase into the edifying of itself in 
ove. 


The keynote of success in the use of gifts is 
shown in that last phrase: “unto the edifying of 
itself in love.” Look again at the twelfth, thir- 
teenth, and fourteenth chapters of First Corin- 
thians. The twelfth chapter speaks of gifts and 
their relation to the Body of Christ; the fourteenth 
chapter speaks of the comparative values of two 
gifts, prophency and tongues; but chapter thirteen 
declares that none of the gifts are of value with- 
out love. The Gift of the Spirit must be sanctified 
by the Fruit of the Spirit, even as of old the 
offering was santified by the altar. Graces first, 
then Gifts. 


III. The Control of the Gifts. The Spirit—who 
gives—directs and controls the gift after it is given, 
by supervising and ordering the worker and his 
work. This fact is vividly shown in the account 
of the first witnesses who went out to preach the 
Word of Truth, as it is given in Acts. There we 
learn that the Spirit was the responsible Agent. 


1. In calling the workers: “The Holy Ghost said, 
separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them” Acts 13:2. 


2. In deciding the fields: “So they, being sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost, departed into Seleucia” 
Acts 13:4. They were kept from certain fields that 
were not ready for them: They “were forbidden of 
the Holy Ghost to preach the gospel in Asia.— 
They essayed to go into Bythinia, but the Spirit 
suffered them not” Acts 16:6, 7. Remember also 
how the Spirit shifted Philip around, taking him 
from a successful meeting in Samaria to speak to 
the Ethiopian eunuch; then catching him away to 
witness at Azotus; then in all cities on his way to 
Caesarea, to make ready for Peter to open the 
— of the Church to the Roman centurion Cor- 
nelius. 
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3. In blessing their testimony: By empowering 
them to speak: “Then Saul, who is also called Paul, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, said —’ Acts 13:9. By 
sealing their work: “And God, which knoweth the 
hearts, bare witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, 
even as he did unto us” Acts 15:8. By counselling 
them in their decisions: “It seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost and to us” Acts 15:28. 


Thus it was in the days of the apostles. Today it 
is the same Church, grown larger, but less efficient 
because it has allowed the charm of organization 
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to quench the power of the Holy Spirit; made wiser 
by two millenniums of testing and successes, and 
sadder by the many failures that have marked its 
painful history when it chose its own path instead 
of following the one that the Spirit pointed out. 
But it is the same Spirit who began the good work, 
who is still ready to give the gifts of Christ unto 
men. He wil] not fail, nor will He cease until He 
presents us faultless before the presence of God’s 
glory with exceeding joy. 


*Chattanooga, Tenn. 





| 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Sept. 22: Jesus And The 
Law Of The Stranger 


Scripture: Exodus 22:21-23; Deuteronomy 24:- 
14-15, 17-22; II Chronicles 6:32-33; Matthew 25:- 
31-45; Galatians 3:26-29; Hebrews 13:2. Devotional 
Reading: Psalm 146. 


“The Lord preserveth the strangers.” (Ps. 146:9) 
“The last, the least, and the lost” are precious in 
His sight. We have in this Psalm a very beautiful 
portrait of our loving Lord. He was always looking 
after the “strangers” when He was here in the days 
of His flesh. May we be like Him in relation to 
the many classes of people we might designate as 
strangers. 


Exodus 22:21-23: The Law of the Stranger. 
“Neither vex a stranger nor oppress him.’”’ Who 
can say that the Old Testament is either narrow in 
scope or lacking in love? 


The reason given is: “Ye were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.” Remembering their own helpless 
condition and the terrible treatment they received 
from Pharoah, their hearts were to be softened and 
they were to be kind to strangers. A special class 
of strangers—widows and fatherless children—were 
to receive special care. 


God’s wrath would “wax hot” and His punish- 
ment be severe upon those who broke this command. 
How does He feel today about the oppressing and 
vexing of strangers both here in America and in 
all parts of our so-called enlightened and cultured 
world? If the stories we read in the papers make 
our blood boil, what about the wrath of a Holy 
God? Is it not “waxing hot” in the year of our 
Lord, 1946? 


Deuteronomy 24:14-15, 17-22: Justice and Kind- 
ness. Oppression. God cares for “hired servants,” 
whether that hired servant be Jew or Gentile, one of 
our brethren, or a stranger. Our Savior became a 
“Servant” and knew what such a lowly position 
meant. A hired servant who is “poor and needy,” 
demands special consideration. He hears the cries 
of all such oppressed people. 


Justice. “Shalt not pervert the judgment of the 
stranger.”” When we were in Korea the Japanese 
perverted judgment in cases where a Japanese had 
a lawsuit with a Korean. But we do not have to go 
to a heathen nation to find this sort of thing. Do 
people of other races—negroes or foreigners—or 


the poorer class of white people, always get justice 
in our courts? 


Kindness. What a beautiful law we have in these 
verses! (19-22) Leaving some for the strangers 
when we reap our harvests, or gather our grapes or 
olives. In an agricultural country this was a won- 
derfully thoughtful and loving command. The 
picture of Ruth, the Gleaner, is a fitting memorial 
of this gracious care of God for the stranger. 


We can apply the principle even in our modern 
complicated economic life. When we have plenty, 
let us be willing to divide with those who have 
little or nothing. We sometimes grumble because 
we are called upon to helo the millions of starving 
in our upset world. 


II Chronicles 6:32-33 Prayer for the Stranger. 
This is part of Solomon’s beautiful prayer at the 
dedication of the Temple. We might think that the 
stranger would be forgotten amid all the celebra- 
tions on this great national occasion. Jews are ra- 
ther clannish, exclusive, selfish. Solomon, moved by 
the Spirit of God, rises above this nationalism and 
makes supplication for the stranger who comes to 
this place to pray—that his prayer may be heard 
and answered. “That all people of the earth may 
know thy name.” His house was to be a house of 
prayer for all nations. God’s purpose for Isarel was 
that she should witness for Him and be a great 
Missionary nation—a blessing to the whole world, 
as intimated to Abraham when He called him—and 
be thou a blessing, in thee all nations should be 
blessed. She sadly forgot her mission even as the 


church has been disobedient to the last command 
of Christ. 


Matthew 25:31-45: “One of the Least,” “I was a 
stranger.” “I was a stranger and ye took Me in.” 
What we do to His “brethren,” we do to Him. His 
brethren are often hungry and thirsty and strang- 
ers, naked, sick, and in prison. This has been the 
lot of many Christians in our evil world. Blessed 
indeed will be those who minister to such people in 
His name and for His sake! The man who helps a 
fellow-Christian—who takes such a stranger in— 
will have in reality taken the Savior in. May we 
never overlook or neglect such golden opportunities! 
Christ walks the earth in the form of the “brethren.” 


Galatians 3:26-29: All One in Christ Jesus. There 
must be no strangers in the Church of Jesus Christ. 
We have put on Christ. He is living in each of our 
hearts. We are all brethren: we are all one. 
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Is it possible that we sometimes treat as strangers 
those who are of the household of faith? When the 
Duke of Wellington knelt once to take the Commu- 
nion a poor servant was about to kneel beside him 
when an usher tried to keep him back until the 
Duke had finished. “No, No,” said this real Chris- 
tian general, “we are all equal here.” Surely, no 
one can be a stranger in the family circle, where 
the first are last, and the last first. 


Hebrews 13:2: Hospitality to Strangers. ‘“‘Do 
not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” 


We are all familiar with the beautiful illustration 
of this in the life of Abraham. (See Gen. 18) The 
picture of this rich man so gladly and graciously 
caring for the comfort and needs of the “three 
men” who came to him is one of the most entranc- 
ing scenes in the Old Testament. 


We wonder how we can carry out this injunc- 
tion in our day. We can produce some reasons 
and many excuses for our seemingly inhospitable 
attitude. Some of these reasons are valid, and 
some of the excuses very plausible, but we cannot 
help but feel that we are missing some rich ex- 
periences and richer blessings because we either 
will not, or cannot, carry out the principle involv- 
ed in the command. We can easily see the difficul- 
ties of even trying. Our modern life is not all gain: 
the simpler life may be the finer after all. Certainly 
there is nothing finer than this picture in the Old, 
and this injunction in the New Testament. 


There are times when we can obey, and at the 
same time safe-guard ourselves and our homes. 
We can open our hearts and doors to those whom 
we know are the followers of Christ, and those who 
are helpless and undone, the victims of sin. We 
must keep from coldness and: selfishness. We can 
sacrifice to be hospitable, even when it would be 
unwise to open our doors to all strangers. May we 
not be too ready with our excuses and reasons! 


a 


Lesson For Sept. 29: Jesus And 
The Law Of Love 


Scripture: Exodus 20:3-17; Psalm 119:33-40; 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Matthew 5:38-48; 22:37-39; 
Mark 12:30-31; Luke 10:25-37; Romans 8:2-4; 
Galatians 5:13-24. Devotional Reading: I Corin- 
thians 13. 


The Ten Commandments hang on the law of love. 
This Law is the one great law. Its expression is 
seen in all its loveliness in the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians. Hang the fifteen verses of the 
Ten Commandments along side of the thirteen 
verses of this hymn of Love and see how they 
complete each other, Moses and Paul, Law and 
Love—for Love is the fulfilling of the Law. 


Psalm 119:33-40: The Law a Delight. All 
through this most impressive Psalm whose subject 
is the Law of God, we are exhorted to love, to de- 
light in, to incline our heart, to observe and obey, 
to long after, the Law of God. To the man who 
looks at the Law as the Psalmist did, it becomes 
the rejoicing of his heart. 


We are apt to look upon the Law as something 
to dread, to fear, to obey only because we are 
afraid of the consequences of disobedience. But the 
Law is good; it quickens, it blesses, it refreshes 
our souls. It is not something to shun, or shudder 











at; it is something to hold dear. Our attitude to- 

wards the Law needs to be revised. Make it our 

ry wi ge in our hearts, “I delight to do thy will, 
od.’ 


Jeremiah 31:31-34: The Law in our Hearts. “I 
will . . . write it in their hearts.” The Ten Com- 
mandments were written first upon stone; they 
have been written many times upon parchment and 
in books; but this is not the place God wants them 
written. He wants them engraven upon the inner 
man, upon our very souls. 


Mount Sinai was a fearful place. The people 
were filled with awe and dread. This was necessary 
in order to impress them with the holiness and ma- 
jesty of Jehovah. But Moses tells them: “These 
words shall be in thine heart.’”? So from the very 
first God insisted upon the heart as the proper 
place for the law. 


Jeremiah, the weeping prophet with the broken 
and bleeding heart, naturally insists upon this. The 
day is coming when “all shall know Me” from the 
least to the greatest. May God hasten that glad and 
glorious day! Certainly, we are far from this con- 
dition now, with our lawlessness and crime, our 
utter disregard for the laws of God or man. 


Matthew 5:38-48: “More Than Others.” Love 
says more: more than the letter of the law. Love 
would lead us to “resist not evil’”—to give, and 
keep on giving. Love would make us bless and do 
good and pray even for those who curse and per- 
secute us. Love carries the Law to perfection; 
makes us perfect as our Father is perfect. Are we 
measuring our lives by this high standard: “More 
than others’? 


Matthew 22:37-39: The Great Commandment. We 
have studied these words so often that we will not 
stop on them now. Both Old and New Testaments, 
Moses and Christ, agree in this summary of the 
Ten Commandments. Mark 12:30-31, is the same. 


Luke 10:25-37: Who is My Neighbor? “Thou 
shall love thy neighbor as thyself,” the second great 
commandment, called forth this question from a 
certain lawyer, trying to justify himself. This gave 
Jesus the opportunity to relate one of His most 
beautiful parables—the Parable of the Good Sama- 
ritan. He answers the lawyer plainly. 


My neighbor is anybody who needs my help, 
though he be one who despises me. The robbed and 
wounded man was no doubt a Jew; the one who 
showed mercy on him was a Samaritan, and the 
Jews not only “had no dealings with the Samari- 
tans,” but despised them. “Look all around you, find 
someone in need”—he is your neighbor. 


What shall I do for my neighbor? Not pass by 
on the other side; not look and do nothing. Love 
leads us to do all we can. This man helped to the 
limit of his ability. He gave “first aid,” but did not 
stop there; he provided for further treatment and 
food, and shelter. Even the lawyer could see the 
point; we can see; are we willing to do? 


Back of this beautiful story is the life and minis- 
try of our Savior, the Good and Great Samaritan 
to a lost, ruined, robbed and bleeding world, wal- 
lowing in the mire of sin, carried captive by our 
adversary the devil. No One but Jesus Christ could 
have such mercy on us. As we lay by the road-side, 
weltering in our blood, He came by, picked us up, 
poured in the oil and wine—the balm of Gilead, 
became our Great Physician, took our sickness and 














our sins, and by His sacrificial death on the cross 
atoned for them all. There is balm in Gilead and 
a Physician there. Let us praise Him our Blessed 
Redeemer, for doing for us far more than the Good 
Samaritan could do for the man beside the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. 


Romans 8:2-4: What the Law Could Not Do. 
“For God has done what the law—could not do.” 
(R. V.) The Law was weak through the flesh. It 
demands perfect obedience; but no mere man since 
the Fall is able to perfectly keep the law, but daily 
breaks it in thought, word, and deed. All have 
sinned. There is none righteous, no, not one. What 
could we do? Nothing; we were helpless and hope- 
less, condemned. But God Who is rich in mercy, 
sent His Son. He came in the likeness of sinful 
flesh and for sin. Sin condemns us; but He con- 
demns sin. He was made sin for us who knew no sin 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. So the righteousness of the Law is fulfilled 
in us who walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit. Now we are free; free from the law of sin 
and death. The Law brings us to Christ that we 
may be saved by grace. What a glorious Salvation, 
and Glorious Saviour! Should we not praise Him 
and shout aloud our triumphant songs of rejoicing? 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For September 
Sept. 22: On Reading Scripture 


Introduction 


Once upon a time a missionary gave a New 
Testament to a little Japanese girl and told her to 
read it. A few weeks later the missionary was back 
in this little girl’s town and hunted her up. She 
asked the girl if she had read the Testament all the 
way through, and the little girl replied: ““No, for 
when I saw how those mean people were treating 
Jesus I turned to the last page of the book to see 
how it all came out.” 


Two frequently forgotten truths about Bible 
reading stand out in that little girl’s statement. On 
the one hand she was wrong, because we can not 
read the Bible just like we would any old novel. 
You can read a novel, put it down and go to sleep, 
or turn over and see if the hero marries the heroine. 
It does not matter a lot. But the Bible demands 
faith and action. You can’t read it like you would 
fiction. But on the other hand the little girl’s 
naive statement was not far wrong. You can’t 
exactly turn over to The Revelation to see what 
happens in the Gospel story, but it is true that the 
Bible is an organic unity that unfolds one story. 
We must be able to pick up the Bible and read 
it at any place from Genesis to Revelation and 
know just how far along the story of redemption 
has come and how far it has to go. To read the 
Bible correctly we must keep in mind the pro- 
gressive unfolding of its one story and we must be 
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Galatians 5:13-24: The Spirit and the Flesh, 
We have been set free, but not free to do as the 
flesh pleases, but as the Spirit leads. 







Free to serve one another; not to bite and de. 
vour each other. The world has a strange notion 
about freedom. We boast of freedom and use that 
freedom to bring a curse upon our fellow-men, 
How the so-called free people of the world have 
been, and are, devouring one another! These poor 
slaves of sin have never been made free by the Son; 
Me ry Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed.” 


Free to walk by the Spirit, not free to walk afte; 
the flesh. The works of the flesh—our old sinfy] 
nature—are plain; immorality, impurity, licen. 
tiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, 
etc. The list is long and terrible. Many think free. 
dom is found where these abound, but only the 
bonds of awful, hideous slavery. 















Free to bear fruit. And what luscious fruit is in 
the basket Paul now holds up to our wondering 
gaze! Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Here is a 
picture of the glorious liberty of those whom the 
Son has set free, and the Spirit leads. Love bears 
its perfect fruit, and the Law is fulfilled in us who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
















ready to trust and obey the God who speaks to us 
from the Bible. 


Scripture Lesson 





In your service of worship any of the following 
Scripture passages would be very appropriate: 
Psalm 1, 19, or any section of Psalm 119. 






Seven Ways To Read The Bible 


Dr. Norman B. Harrison has listed the following 
seven ways to read the Bible: 


1. Read it sympathetically. Often these days 
people read the Bible in a critical frame of mind, 
seeking only to find flaws that will justify their 
ignoring the message of the Book. We must read 
sympathetically or we will close the door to a real 
understanding of the Bible. 














2. Read it comprehensively. We must see the 
Bible as a complete whole and know where we are 
in its unfolding message. Here is a little outline of 
the Bible that will help you see it whole: Genesis 
1-2: Paradise Lost. Genesis 3: Revelation 20: The 
Story of Redemption. Revelation 21-22: Paradise 
Regained. 










Our risen Lord, in Luke 24, said that His own 
Person was to be found in all the Scriptures. Here 
is another outline that will help you find Christ in 
all the Scriptures. 









1. The Old Testament is a preparation for the 
coming of Christ. (a) The Pentateuch—foundation 
for Christ. (b) The Historical Books—preparation 
for Christ. (c) Poetic books—aspiration after 
Christ. (d) Prophetic books—expectation of Christ. 
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29. The New Testament is a manifestation of 
Christ. (a) The Gospels—revelation of Christ. (b) 
The Acts—propogation of Christ. (c) The Epistles 
—explanation of Christ. (d) The Revelation—con- 
summation of Christ. 


3. Read it comprehendingly. The Bible contains 
all forms of literature, and as we read we must 
remember whether we are reading history, poetry, 
or narrative. The Scriptures were written to differ- 
ent people over a long period of time, and though 
all of it is the Word of God it is not all of the same 
practical value and relevency, nor do we always 
find the whole truth in the earlier portions of 
Scripture. We must come to understand its literary 
form and its doctrinal place. 


4. Read it prayerfully. God has given us the 
Word, and as we read the Spirit of God breathes 
upon our hearts and brings the truth to light. We 
should always ask God to speak and illumine our 
minds as we read. 


5. Read it proportionately. All Scripture is profit- 
able, and in a long period of study we should 
cover all of it. But not all Scripture speaks directly 
to our hearts and to the needs of our lives. For 
instance, no man can really understand the Bible 
and Christ’s atonement unless he has throughly 
studied Leviticus, but it would be pretty hard going 
if we only read the Book of Leviticus. We ought 
to keep a well balanced program of reading so that 
all along we will be reading in law, history, psalm, 
prophet, gospel, and epistle. 


6. Read it purposefully. We don’t read the Bible 
just to be reading, to say that we have read it 
through in a year. God has a purpose for our lives, 
and we read that Book to find that purpose and do 
it. Some. such mottos as the following should help 
us keep a purpose in our Bible reading. Of the 
Bible J. Wilbur Chapman, great evangelist, said: 


(1) Read it through. (2) Pray it in. (3) Live it 
out. (4) Pass it on. 


D. L. Moody said the same thing this way: (1) 
Admit it. (2) Submit it. (3) Commit it. (4) Trans- 
mit it. 

Always read with purpose or your reading is 
worse than wasted. 


7. Read it regularly. If you only eat once a week 
you will just about starve. If you eat like a hog 
every day for a week and then quit for a month 
you will be mighty sick. Even so the Bible must be 
read and assimulated regularly and systematically. 
That means we must put a time in our schedule 
every day for Bible reading and we must not let 
anything keep us from reading during that time. 
We are all busy these days that unless we set aside 
a definite time and keep it there will be no time for 
such reading. 


Sept. 29: To Care Is To Share 


This program has been defined by our committee 
at Richmond as a fact study of the conditions in 
Snedecor Memorial Synod of our church, the synod 
of Negro Presbyterian churches. The material will 
center around the need in that Synod for a Regional 
Director of Religious Education and a review of 
what has been accomplished in religious education 
in the work of that synod. The director has now 
been secured, and the material will deal with the 


work he has to do. This Journal material is not 
designed to provide all the material for your pro- 
grams, but it seeks to supplement the regular 
material in “Presbyterian Youth” by giving a Scrip- 
tural outline and a particular approach into which 
the material of Presbyterian Youth can be fitted. 
So for this program we give only an outline of one 
of Jesus’ best known parables, for the truth of 
this parable declares that if we care we share, 
with all men regardless of color, culture, or creed. 


Scripture Lesson 


The Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 
10:30-37. The story is so beautiful and to the point 
that it needs no outline, but the following truths 
for you and me come out of its telling. A real 
Christian is one who has: 


LA head that is aware of human need wherever 
it may be. 


2. A heart that has compassion on the needy 
whoever they may be. 


3. Hands that are ready to help those in need in 
personal, thorough service, come what may, cost 
what it will. 


JESUS OF NAZARETH — WHO IS HE? 
By Rev. Kenneth S. Wuest* 


Modernism claims that Christ is only human, 
and just one of the many religious leaders. But 
in Hebrews 1:1-3 we find that he is better than 
they in eight particulars. 


First, He is the Son of God, therefore very God 
of very God; they were only human beings. 


Second, He has inherited all things. Third, He 
is the Creator of the universe and the organizer 
and controller of all its activities. Fourth, He 
is the brightness, the outshining of God’s glory. 
That is, there radiates from him as from God the 
Father and God the Spirit the glory of the essence 
of deity, for he is a co-participant with the other 
Persons of the Triune God in the essence of deity. 


Fifth, He is the express image of God in that He 
is the expression of the substance of deity. Jesus 
of Nazareth gave the human race a picture of 
what God was like. He as God the Son lived in a 
— body and expressed Himself through that 

ody. 


Sixth, He upholds and controls the movements of 
the universe. He rotates the earth upon its axis 
and sends it in its revolutions around the sun. 


Seventh, He paid for sin on the cross by His 
death, and has thus provided salvation for the be- 
lieving sinner. 


Eighth, He is seated on the right hand of God, 
wie place reserved for the Son of God. 


What do you think of Jesus of Nazareth now? 
Is He your God and Saviour? If not, won’t you 
just now believe that He died for you on the cross, 
and trust Him as your Saviour from sin? 


“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:31). 


*Member of the Faculty of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Chicago, Il. 
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A Narrow Escape 
By Mrs. Dayton Castleman 


A group of small Chinese boys walked down the 
steps of the hospital chapel and toward the big 
gate of the compound. One carried the Christian 
flag, another a scroll of Gospel songs and choruses. 
Two other boys held bright colored Gospel portions 
and tracts in their hands. Their expectant faces 
indicated they were starting on an _ interesting 
mission. 


For some months these boys along with many 
other children and their families had been taking 
refuge in the hospital compound at Yencheng. Just 
over the city wall in front of the compound lay 
hundreds of homes in ruins. Yencheng had been 
three-fourths bombed and burned by the Japanese 
at the time of their first occupation. The business 
district was largly destroyed and thousands of 
homeless people were scattered abroad into the 
whole countryside finding refuge in tiny villages 
here and there. For nearly a year now there had 
been comparatively quiet in the city and a few 
thousand people had gradually drifted back to re- 
build homes and business from the ruins. Almost 
daily, however, there could be heard the boom of 
distant cannon. Frequently planes came over and 
several bombings had taken place. Still a group of 
the city’s inhabitants stayed, ever fearful of a 
second occupation by the Japanese troops, but hop- 
ing for a longer time of peace and quiet. 


In the hospital compound the Christian refugees 
felt secure in God’s protecting care. A temporary 
school was being held for the children, one class of 
which was held in the lady missionary’s home. 
Each day there was an early morning prayer meet- 
ing at which many of the children as well as the 
adults were present, seeking God’s protection and 
help for the day. The boys and girls enjoyed their 
school and play, and then in the evening hours 
gathered again with their parents for a time of 
singing and Scripture quoting. Many of the Psalms 
were sung to Chinese tunes while other portions 
of Scripture were memorized and quoted. 


The Chinese pastor, the Missionary, a colporteur 
and one or two other men had been going into a 
busy market center outside the city gate. Many of 
the shops and tea houses stood empty and desolate. 
Others had been rebuilt and temporary stalls were 
filled with merchandise and food stuff. The owner 
of one of these tea houses had given permission for 
this group of Christian men to use the empty pro- 
perty for a preaching center. There they went each 
day to sing and preach to the restless crowds. 
Several of the younger boys had asked permission 
to go along and form a part of the evangelistic 
band. The boys with their bright, happy faces and 
their shrill young voices added much to the services, 
attracting the daily crowd. As the men preached, 
the boys would distribute tracts and sell the Gospel 
portions to the bystanders. They also aided in the 
singing of choruses. 


On a sunny afternoon two of the Wu boys, Paul 
Chang, Yang Cheng Yu, and one or two others 
started with their Gospel equipment in hand. As 
they reached the hospital gate to join the men, they 
found that some of them were not ready. At first 





with boyish impatience they chafed at the delay, 
While they stood there under the shelter of the 
gateway, the urgent dong, DONG of the air alarm 
suddenly rang out from the city watch tower. 
Almost before the alarm was silent, they heard the 
whirr of enemy planes and then the messengers of 
death and destruction swept over the city. The boys 
stood motionless and tense as the planes circled 
again and again swooping low to drop their incen- 
diary bombs. In each heart was a prayer for safety, 
for they through many experiences learned that 
God was the only sure source of protection. In only 
a short while the planes were gone but not without 
dropping one of their deadly missiles a few hundred 
yards from the hospital wall. To the boys and others 
within the compound it seemed an eternity of 
waiting before the planes were gone. 


As soon as the “clear” signal rang out over the 
city, the little group of boys and men opened the 
big gate and stepped out into the street only to 
see billows of smoke rising from the vicinity of the 
market center to which they were going. They 
hurried to the scene of destruction and found 
several buildings burning. It was then they realized 
the meaning for the delay at the gate. That delay 
had perhaps meant the saving of their lives. If they 
had gone at the expected time, they would have 
been in the very place where the enemy had struck. 


Again God had intervened to protect His own 
and those little Chinese boys will never forget His 
goodness. They continued, through the days that 
followed, to go on the street and witness for Him 
armed with their Gospel portions and tracts. Who 
knows but that many will come to know Christ 
through the witness of these little boys who can 
sing from the heart: 


“There is only one Saviour 
Who can forgive my sins, 

I trust in Him, I hear His words, 
My Lord Jesus. 


“There is only one way to be saved, 
That is to trust in Jesus. 

He was crucified to forgive my sins, 
My Lord Jesus.” 


BIBLE QUIZ 


The answer to each of these begins with the 
letter “M’’: 


(1) “In my Father’s house are... ” (2) A pub- 
lican. (3) Had a brother who was raised from the 
dead. (4) Food. (5) An animal. (6) A tree. (7) 
Said: ‘‘Who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” (8) “Without 
father, without mother ... but made like unto the 
Son of God.” (9) Where Abraham was buried. 
(10) Said: “I am not eloquent, O Lord.” (11) 
Where the Infant Saviour was born. (12 Said: 
“This is the finger of God.” 
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Church Woman's Calendar 
September 1946 


September 29: Sabbath Observance Day. 
September 29 - October 6: Religious Education 
Week. 


Circle Topic: Becoming Disciplined Witnesses. 


Auxiliary Topic: What Is My Church Doing About 
Telling The Good News? 


Strengthening the work after summer vacations. 
Time yet for reading another book. 


——_>—_—_ 


A Revealing Visit To The 
Historical Foundation 
By Mrs. J. J. Stephenson, Jr. 


If you have not been to Montreat, or if you 
have been there and have not had the opportunity 
to visit the Historical Foundation, you may not 
thoroughly appreciate just how much priceless his- 
torical data is to be found on its shelves or hidden 
away in files and drawers. On the walls are numer- 
ous pictures and portraits of prominent Presby- 
terians of years ago, Churches, Women’s. Societies, 
Auxiliaries, and other Church groups. The space 
for such displays is so crowded, that they can 
scarcely be appreciated. In fact, if five or six people 
happen to crowd into the room at once, there is 
not space to step back a bit so as to get a better 
view of the pictures higher up on the wall. 


It was the first time the writer of this article had 
been in the rooms of the Foundation, so the need 
for a new building was made very real to her. To 
one who is in a spacious office, it seemed remark- 
able that those working in the Foundation could 
find anything, due to the crowded condition. The 
Curator Dr. T. J. Spence, Jr. was most gracious in 
giving of his time to our “interview.” His is no 
spacious office with modern ‘desk—he, like the 
material filed in the Foundation, has little “elbow” 
room. But we take heart in knowing that the funds 
for the new building are growing daily, and that, 
when conditions permit, the ground will be broken, 
and a suitable building will be erected in which to 
house the records and history of the Presbyterian 
Church, and in which there will be more adequate 
working space for those employed, and for those 
who may want to do some research work. 


Gifts from all over the Church continue to be 


added to the Fund for the new building. As of - 


July first, gifts for Construction amounted to $35,- 
460; gifts for Endowment, $800; gifts for Equip- 
ment, $1,035; gift of $25,000 from the Mountain 
Retreat Association, —all totalling $62,296.45. 


At the time of the meeting of the General As- 
sembly the gifts of the Woman’s Auxiliary of our 
Church had exceeded the quota assigned to it by 
Over $2,000. To date these gifts amount to $28,- 
039.08. The following ten Synodicals have exceed- 
ed their quota for this Fund: Alabama; Appalachia; 
Arkansas; Georgia; Mississippi; North Carolina; 


Oklahoma; South Carolina; Tennessee; West Vir- 
ginia. Continuing contributions give token of a 
similiar achievement on the part of the other Sy- 
nodicals before very long. Arkansas, with $1,047.95, 
against quota of $746.14, is leading the Synodicals 
in precentage of gifts, as compared with its quota; 
North Carolina is leading in total contributions, 
with $5,032.69, remitted to date; Texas follows 
with $5,032.69. 


Certificates Of Recognition 


Certificates of Recognition are awarded to Pres- 
byterial Historians in recognition of a contribution 
from every Auxiliary in their Presbyterial. Ten 
such certificates have been awarded to date. The 
same award is available to Synodical Historians 
when every Presbyterial Historian in her Synodical 
has received the Certificate of Award. Too much 
cannot be said in praise of the splendid work that 
has been done by Historians in the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary—those in the local Presbyterial and Synod- 
ical Auxiliaries; and to Mrs. W. T. Fowler, the 
General Historian, goes real gratitude for her un- 
tiring efforts in the compilation of histories and 
her zeal for this new building. 


The Plaque Of Recognition 


The making of gifts of $100.00 or more to the 
Historical Foundation entitles the donor to desig- 
nate the name of a person whose earthly work had 
been completed or of a person who is still serving 
the Lord here below. A twofold end will be 
achieved, in that a gift will be made toward the 
erection of the building for this Foundation, and 
an enduring memorial provided for the departed 
or a fitting tribute accorded those who are still 
among us. Names thus designated will be placed 
on the Plaque of Recognition which is to be placed 
at the entrance to the building. The plaque will be 
a large bronze tablet carrying an appropriate in- 
troduction followed by the names of those to be 
remembered. Some Auxiliaries have made a con- 
tribution to this plaque and have asked that the 
name of their Auxiliaries be inscribed on the 
plaque. If no name or organization is indicated 
with the gift, the name of the donor will be in- 
scribed. At this writing 163 names have been pro- 
vided for the Plaque. 


The question has been raised as to whether con- 
tributions in connection with the Plaque of Recog- 
nition may be made from time to time in fractions 
of one hundred dollars. This is being done in a 
number of instances. It is not necessary that the 
entire sum be remitted at once. Gifts previously 
made to the building fund and not otherwise des- 
ignated may be credited toward this end. 


A special folder describing the Plaque of Recog- 
nition and the arrangement for placing names on 
this tablet is now available, and will gladly be sent 
upon request to the Foundation. Historians may 
secure copies of this literature for placing with 
interested members of their congregations. 


Other Gifts 


Gifts in any amount to the Building Fund are 
welcome. The names of all contributors will be 
entered in the Book of Remembrance which will 
be kept in the Foundation, 
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The Historical Foundation Building is no longer 
a dream—it soon is to be a reality. The members 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., are rendering a 
real service for many generations to come, in the 
provision of a permanent and adequate building 


—-~ 
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where priceless records, books, pictures and his. 
tories will be preserved. Every member of our 
Church should have a share—however small— 
in this project. 





General Church News 


King College Memorial 
To Mr. J. Fred Johnson 
Of Kingsport, Tenn. 


Mr. J. Fred Johnson was born June 25, 1874, in 
Hillsville, County seat of Carroll County, Virginia. 
He was the son of J. Lee Johnson and Mary Pierce 
Earley Johnson. In early life he worked for his 
uncle (Mr. E. W. Earley) in a general store in 
Hillsville. Endowed with a keen and vigorous mind, 
he accumulated a knowledge of business principals, 
and particularly an understanding of people which 
had great influence on his subsequent career. 


The death of his father when he was fourteen 
deepened his sense of responsibility, and also in- 
terfered with his academic education. Possessed of 
an indomitable desire for knowledge, he availed 
himself of every opportunity to extend his educa- 
tion and became one of the best-read, self-educated 
men of his generation. 


Mr. Johnson was endowed, both by inheritance 
and training, with a strong Christian character. 
He had an understanding heart and a sense of 
kindliness toward people that won him endearing 
friends throughout life. On the other hand, his 
hatred of deceit and dishonesty was most pronounc- 
ed and he never failed to denounce these unlikable 
qualities both in persons and in institutions. 


Mr. Johnson became a great business and in- 
dustrial leader. He came to Kingsport prior to 1916 
and was the guiding spirit in the development of 
that modern industrial city. As president of the 
Kingsport Improvement Company, he was instru- 
mental in bring to the city practically all of. the 
larger industries which have made Kingsport the 
model industrial city of the South. 


Upon the organization of the First Presbyterian 
Church in 1917, he was made a ruling elder, and 
was elected the first superintendent of its Sunday 
School, a position which he held for seventeen 
years. As a great Christian leader it would be im- 
possible to estimate the extent of his influence in 
shaping the growth and destiny of Kingsport. 


One of the outstanding characteristics of Mr. 
Johnson was his love of little children and his faith 
in young people. It will probably never be known 
how many young people he assisted in obtaining a 
college education, a privilege which he himself was 
denied. He believed in the opportunity of a Chris- 
tian education for every boy and girl and was 
largly instrumental in the establishment of the 
efficient public school system of Kingsport, a system 
which is second to none in the state of Tennessee. 
He was trustee of a number of educational in- 


stitutions but his involved business life made it — 


impossible for him to accept as many of these re- 
sponsibilities as he would have liked. 





Mr. Johnson died on October 4, 1944, at the age 
of seventy years. The tributes paid to him by de. 
voted friends far and wide testified to his standing 
as a great American, a great Christian, a great 
citizen, a great industrialist, a city builder of dis. 
tinction, and a great humanitarian. Mr. Johnson 
did not develop a great fortune, measured by 
modern standards, but in his will he left to his be. 
loved church 10 per cent of his net estate, and to 
the Community Chest of Kingsport another 10 per 
cent. These bequests were his effort to carry on 
those interests in which he was so vitally concerned 
during his lifetime. His real fortune was the wealth 
of affection and regard with which his memory will 
be revered by thousands of those who knew and 
loved him as a Christian friend. 


Late in 1943, Mr. Johnson became a member of 
the Board of Trustees of King College. Along with 
several other industrial leaders who j«ined the 
Board at the same time, he immediately threw his 
tremendous energies into the work of the college. 
It was he who proposed the enlargement of the en- 
dowment committee of the Board. It was he who 
proposed a committee to study the curriculum and 
program of the College, with a special view to the 
strengthening of its work in Chemistry and the 
Physical Sciences. As these committees were or- 
ganized and began their work, Mr. Johnson, though 
already failing in health, gave liberally of his en- 
ergies in the early stages of their work. His untime- 
ly death on October 4, 1944, cut short his further 
participation in this work. But his friends, even as 
they stood beside his grave, determined that in his 
memory they would carry out this, the last of the 
far-reaching plans which he had made. 


Under the leadership of Mr. J. C. White, the 
President of the Tennessee-Eastman Company, a 
committee of the Board of Trustees of King College 
and other friends determined to raise a fund of 
$300,000 for the erection of a dual memorial to 
Mr. Johnson, one-half to be used for the endow- 
ment of the J. Fred Johnson Chair of Chemistry in 
King College, and the other half for the J. Fred 
Johnson Memorial Library in Kingsport. This com- 
mittee has secured subscriptions covering this en- 
tire amount, and more than two-thirds of it has 
been paid to the Trustees of these two memorial 
projects. 


It is believed that the J. Fred Johnson Library 
will most fittingly perpetuate in Kingsport the 
memory of the man who, more than any other, 
made Kingsport not only a florishing industrial 
community but a city of striking beauty, widely 
noted as a model city. The J. Fred Johnson Chair 
of Chemistry in King College will likewise serve to 
perpetuate his memory in the educational and 
scientific world. 


This endowment has already drawn to King Col- 
lege an increased share in the interest and support 
of all the constituency of the college. It has already 
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made it possible for King College to attract un- 
usually capable professors, not only in its scientific 
work, but in other branches of knowledge as well. 


Thus, the entire region whose life was enriched 
and made happier by the leadership of J. Fred 
Johnson will still hold in grateful remembrance 
this great citizen and great man. And as they use 
the books and the educational opportunities which 
perpetuate his name they will still say of him that 
he being dead yet speaketh. 


Synod Of South Carolina. - Enoree 
Presbytery Summer Meeting 


Enoree Presbytery met in stated summer session 
at the Cane Creek Church on July 16. Rev. J. Ben- 
son Sloan, retiring moderator, preached the open- 
ing sermon, and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per was administered by Rev. E. G. Clary and 
elders of the Cane Creek Church. Ruling Elder 
W. G. Query, of the Florence Moore Memorial 
Church, was elected moderator. Richard F. Rou- 
quie, a member of First Church, Spartanburg, 
§. C., and a student at Union Seminary, Richmond, 
Va., was received under care of Presbytery as a 
ministerial candidate. Charles H. Brown, of the 
Northminster Church, Greenville, S. C., a student 
at Columbia Seminary, was examined and enrolled 
as a licentiate and granted a letter to Piedmont 
Presbytery. The Manual of Presbytery, proposed 
by a committee of which Dr. John McSween was 
chairman, was amended and adopted. Good reports 
were made on the Pioneer Camp and Senior Con- 
ference held at Piedmont Springs, S. C. Presbytery 
approved ‘by rising vote the invitation of the Na- 
zareth Church to meet there on Tuesday, October 
8 at 10:00 A.M. A call meeting was held on July 
29 at 11:00 A.M. at Union, S. C., at which time the 
pastoral relations between Rev. E. G. Clary and the 
Jonesville Group of Churches were dissolved. Mr. 
Clary was granted a Letter of Dismission to At- 
lanta Presbytery that he might accept the call of 
the Loyd Church. Hugh C. Hamilton, Stated Clerk. 


2 


CONFERENCE ON CHURCH 
ARCHITECTURE 


“Pastors and lay representatives of many church- 
es will attend an interdenominational Conference 
on Church Architecture in the 7th Presbyterian 
Church, Cincinnati, on Sunday afternoon, Septem- 
ber 22 at 2:30 o’clock. The conference is being 
held under the auspices of the Cincinnati Council 
of Churches, and the Interdenominational Bureau 
of Architecture. Discussions of trends in modern 
—<. building will be illustrated by lantern 
slides. 


Norfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery will meet in regular stated 
session in the First Presbyterian Church, Newport 
News, Va. at 10 A.M., Tuesday, October 15th, 1946, 
and in adjourned session at the call of the Mode- 
rator during the sessions of the Synod of Virginia, 
which convenes at 7:30 P.M., Tuesday, September 
3, 1946. —W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk. 


a 


Chbbbbbbbebbbbb bbs 


AVE you thought of making Christ the 


beneficiary of one of your life insur- 
ance policies? 


A growing number of church members are 
having one of their policies made payable to 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
thereby making a much larger contribution 
to this cause than they would be able to 
make by an outright gift. 


Foreign Missions in the post-war world will 
require more thought, more personnel and a 
great deal more money than ever before. You 
can help in a very substantial way by utiliz- 
ing the medium of life insurance for your 
contribution. 


If this idea interests you, please write us for 
further information or consult your life in- 
surance agent. 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville (1) Tenn. 
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The Road Ahead 


By Richardson Ayres* 


This address was delivered before The Southern Presbyterian Journal Supporters 
and Continuing Church Committee at Montreat, N. C., on Wednesday afternoon, 


August 7, 1946, at 4:00 o'clock. 


Christian friends, what I have to say will not 
be uttered in the role of a prophet, because, of 
course no one is able to foretell coming events. In 
a very brief way I shall discuss the road for Chris- 
tians in the light of God’s Holy Word and the 
events of church history. This subject immediately 
brings to the minds of those of us who have read 
Pilgrims Progress a mental picture of such a way 
as Christian followed in his struggles through this 
world of sin. At any particular point in this jour- 
ney there is always a past, a present time, and an 
end not yet reached. In order to get a true per- 
spective of God’s plan for us as members of the 
Body of Christ, we shall take a brief look at what 
has happened, what is happening now, and what 
we may expect to happen from a study of the Word 
of God. Finally, we shall endeavor to fix those re- 
sponsibilities that devolve upon us as Christians. 


Creation And The Fall 


In the beginning, we see first God’s creation of 
man in his own image and sinless. Shortly there- 
after the voice of the devil is heard tempting our 
first parents, and we witness the fall of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. A just God decrees 
for them death as punishment for the sin of dis- 
obedience; and sin and death become our lot by in- 
heritance. 


The Increase of Corruption 


After the fall of man, sin and corruption en- 
gulfed the human race completely. Noah, with all 
his preaching during the building of the Ark, a 
period of over one hundred years, is unable to con- 
vince people of judgement to come. Only he, him- 
self and his immediate family have sufficient faith 
in the Word of the Lord to enter the Ark at God’s 
command. But Noah did not cease preaching. The 
covenant God made with Noah after the flood as- 
sures us that mankind will not be completely de- 
stroyed again as long as the earth remains. “And 
the Lord said in His Heart, I will not again curse 
the ground any more for man’s sake; for the imagi- 
nation of man’s heart is evil from his youth; 
neither will I again smite anymore every living 
thing, as I have done.” 


The Call Of Abraham 


Time passes, and wickedness is everywhere in the 
earth once more. We see God’s choice of Abraham 
to perpetuate the faith that is also ours by inherit- 
ance. And God made an everlasting covenant with 
Abraham and his seed, ‘‘in thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed.” As this plan of God’s for the 
faithful unfolds in all its majesty, Moses received 
the ten commandments on Mt. Sinai. But even then 
the people murmurred and set up a false God to 
worship in the form of a golden calf. 


The Prophetic Message 


Passing rapidly through Old Testament history, 
we see a great train of God’s priests and prophets 





—Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and many others 
calling on the people to forsake their wicked ways 
and serve the Lord; pointing ahead to the coming 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who wil] 
justify them through faith. But wickedness grows 
apace. “For from the least of them even unto the 
greatest of them every one is given to covetous- 
ness; and from the prophet even unto the priest 
every one dealeth falsely,” says Jeremiah, the pro- 
phet. 


The Advent Of The Savior 


As God’s plan is spread out further before our 
minds eye, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, comes 
to dwell for a brief spell in this sin ridden world, 
and to offer Himself on the cross, a perfect sac- 
rifice for our sins, that we may be justified be- 
fore God. And how is the second person of the 
trinity, Christ Himself, received among men? 
Isaiah answered that for us seven hundred years 
before the event took place. “He is despised and 
rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” 
But Christ continued to preach the Gospel. Wicked- 
ness is rampant, as Jesus is lead to the Cross of 
Calvary. But the promise God made to Abraham 
still holds for those that have the faith. Christ tells 
us “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 


The Teachings Of The Savior 


Among the many teachings of our Lord while 
He was here on earth, I shall only mention four. 
In the parable of the tares, He tells us plainly that 
the saved and the unsaved shall continue to dwell 
together here, until the final day of reckoning. 
Again, we are told “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” 
And thirdly, He gives us the promise of the Holy 
Spirit to “reprove the world of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgement.’ This promise is ful- 
filled at Pentecost. Finally, Christ lays on us as 
His followers the responsibility to do our part in 
carrying the gospel to all nations, with the promise 
to be with us to the end of the world. 


The Spread Of Christianity 


But the millenium did not begin at Pentecost. 
Man’s sinful nature had not changed. Satan was 
still loose on the earth. However, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, Christianity spread during 
succeeding generations in spite of crue] persecu- 
tion and the martyrdom of many of the faithful. 


Five Centuries Of Struggle 


We pass rapidly over the first five hundred years 
of the Christian Era. The gospel spread until the 
Roman Emperor, Constantine himself accepted the 
Christian faith early in the 4th century. But all 
was not well within the Church. Doctrinal disputes 
raged, among them Arianism, Gnosticism, Pela- 
gianism to name only a few. The Deity of Christ 
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was denied. His atoning power questioned. Man 
was set up as self sufficient. It remained for St. 
Augustine to combat and vanquish through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, these spurious doctrines 
in his preaching and writing. The State and The 
Church were becoming identical, however, at the 
cost to the church of its spiritual life. We see this 
consummated after Constantine embraced the 
Christian faith, and from then on the Church be- 
came submerged more and more in the State. Thus 
began the era known as the Dark Ages. 


The Dark Ages 


We are all familiar with the depths to which 
the Christian Religion sank during this period of 
about one thousand years. But the Word of God 
remained intact, fulfilling Christs’ prophesy, “For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled.” 


The Reformation 


This same Word of God lay waiting to be spread 
abroad to a world lost in sin and iniquity, when 
Luther and Calvin were called of God early in the 
16th Century. With their advent we see the be- 
ginning of the reformation. Whole nations were 
turned to the Living God by the power of the Holy 
Spirit through the Word. Many of our forefathers 
came to this country in which we now live, bring- 
ing their Bibles with them, still feeling the fires of 
a new faith in Jesus Christ and His saving power, 
as a result of the reformation. A new nation was 
founded on the principles found in God’s Holy 


Word. 
The Present Era 


Once again time passes, and we come to the 
age in which we are now living. As we look about 
us we see the nature of man has not changed. 
“For the imagination of man’s heart is evil from 
his youth.” The fires of our faith rekindled by the 
reformation have died down until they have be- 
come smoldering coals. Atheism flourishes in some 
of our leading schools and universities. Pelagian- 
ism, Arianism and other kindred heresies too num- 
erous to mention again hold sway. The Word of 
God has become out moded according to modern 
thought. It must be remodeled and new meanings 
put in places of the old, tried doctrines given to us 
by Christ and His apostles. Do you question the 
truth of those statements? Well, let us look at the 
evidence given in documented form by Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith in his monumental work “Therefore, 
Stand,” published in 1945. This book, which should 
be read by every evangelical Christian, will be re- 
ferred to a number of times, and in doing so I shall 
simply give its title. 


The Growth Of Atheism 


Atheism. From page 67 of “Therefore Stand,” I 
quote: “A two page document called, “A Human- 
istic Manifesto” was first published in the May- 
June, 1933, issue of “The New Humanist” and 
since republished. It begins with this sentence: 
“The time has come for widespread recognition of 
the radical changes in religious beliefs throughout 
the modern world.” The first affirmation of this 
Manifesto needs no explanation. It reads as fol- 
lows: “Religious humanists regard the universe as 
self-existing and not created.” The tenth state- 
ment reads: “There will be no uniquely religious 
emotions and attitudes of the kind hitherto asso- 
ciated with the supernatural.” The word God does 
not appear in the Manifesto. A careful study of its 
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statements leads to the inevitable conclusion that 
none of those signing this Manifesto believe in 
God or anything at all higher than a man. In plain 
language they are Atheists. 


Now this Manifesto in itself is not startling, but 
it is the positions the men hold who have signed 
it that makes it notable. Nineteen of the thirty- 
three signers appear in “Who’s Who In America,” 
Of these nineteen there are six preachers, eight 
college professors, one chaplain, three writers and 
one lawyer We find two in this group teaching in 
theological seminaries. All are leaders in their dif- 
ferent lines, or they would not be in “Who’s Who 
In America.” 


The Denial of Christ’s Deity 


We are all familiar with Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, noted preacher and professor in Union 
Theological Seminary for many years. He says, 
“The Virgin Birth is—a biological miracle which 
the mind of modern man cannot accept.” Dr. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, professor of systematic theo- 
logy in Union Theological Seminary says: “In 
Jesus of Nazareth, God Himself was present, as 
fully present as it is possible for him to be present 
in a truly human life.” Dr. John W. Bowman, 
professor of New Testament in Western Theo- 
logical Seminary (Presbyterian) in Pittsburg, writes 
(see pages 45-50 “Therefore Stand’) “If Jesus 
knew of the tradition of his virgin birth, he never 
pressed it. It was the church that added these 
mundane traditions to its Gospels”! “A study of 
Dr. Bowman’s book “The Intention of Jesus” leads 
to the conclusion that neither the deity of Christ 
nor his atoning power is accepted.” For many 
others of the same unbelief I refer you to “There- 
fore Stand’ Chapter I. From the foregoing we 
must agree that the Christian Religion is in a con- 
oa of pronounced spiritual decay without 
doubt. 


But the Word of God is still the same as it was 
when first given to us. The latent power that it 
holds through the Holy Spirit is still there waiting 
to be used, just as St. Paul, St. Augustine, Luther 
and Calvin each used it in his day. It saves men’s 
souls today just as it did in those other days. 


Things Ahead 


As we pass on to look at what lies ahead, these 
facts must become clear to us at once: 


1. That God’s promise to Noah and Christs’ 
parable of the tares tell us that the wicked and 
those justified through faith in Jesus will continue 
to live together until the fulness of time. 
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2. That in spite of any attempts to destroy it, the 
Word of God will remain intact until all is fulfilled. 


3. That we are living in an age of increasing 
apostasy of unknown duration. This is a dogmatic 
statement but its truth may be easily verified from 
reading “Therefore Stand.” Any reasoning person 
must conclude from a study of the facts set forth 
in this book that the great threat to Christianity 
is coming from within the church itself, and not 
from the secular world outside. The church is losing 
its appeal to the unsaved, because it is losing its 
hold on the one plan whereby men must be saved. 
That plan of salvation is the gift of a loving and 
merciful God, who sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
to dwell among us, and become a perfect sacrifice 
on the cross that we might be justified as sinners 
before the throne of God. The so-called modern 
thought of Liberalism and other isms in the church 
would show us some other way to attain eternal 
life in glory with the Heavenly Father. But Christ 
Himself tells us “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: and no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me. 


The Pollution of Religious Schools 


The fact is brought out clearly by Dr. Smith in 
his book that the source of polluted doctrine 
coming into our churches is the teaching in some 
of the leading religious schools and seminaries of 
our country. The evidence furnished to prove this 
is overwhelming. These schools in some cases are 
allowing Atheists to teach young men planning to 
become the called servants of God. What an 
anomaly! What a preparation for the ministry! 


The Anti-Christ 


As we endeavor to follow God’s plan laid out 
ahead for us in the Scriptures, two questions 
present themselves to students of the Word: First, 
is the Spirit of Anti-Christ coming into the World 
as St. John in his First Epistle foresees will be the 
case prior to the coming of Anti-Christ Himself? 
This is a profound question that I dare not attempt 
to answer, but I would pass on to you the thoughts 
of the late Professor Robert S. Candlish in his noted 
lectures on this question, that you may ponder what 
he has to say in the light of what is taking place 
in the world. I quote (from “Therefore Stand” 
page 63): “The essential character of the spirit of 
anti-christ is that it is not of God— it subjects God 
to man. It looks at everything from human stand- 
ards; subjects everything to human opinion; in a 
word, conceives and judges of God after the manner 
of man. This indeed may be said to be the distinc- 
tive feature of all false religions and all corrup- 
tions of the true. They exalt man—this is pre- 
eminently the Spirit of Anti-Christ; the spirit that 
breathes and moves in the false notions that have 
gained currency in the church respecting Jesus 
Christ come in the flesh. Their advocates give man 
the first place in their scheme.” I leave it to you 
to decide if that is a true picture of present day 
conditions. 


The Decline of Faith 


The second question that presents itself is: “Does 
the New Testament teach that there will be a 
falling away from the Christian Faith in the last 
days? Jesus Christ himself asks the question in 
Luke 18:8—‘“When the Son of man cometh shall 
He find faith on the earth?” Jesus himself does not 
answer the question, but only implies that the 
answer would be in the affirmative. St. Paul 
answers it in I Timothy—‘Now the Spirit speaketh 
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expressly, that in the latter times some shall de- 
part from faith, giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils.’’ Other familiar passages in 
the New Testament give the same answer, so we 
must conclude that faith will be declining on the 
Road Ahead. 


Bright Spots 


But, as we have seen was the case in previous 
ages, all is not completely dark. Thank God, there 
are still many churches and some schools where the 
true religion, as set forth plainly in the Inspired 
Word of God, is preached and taught. 


Facing The Future 


As we face the future what is our duty? Shall 
we Christians who believe without equivocation 
that the Bible is the Infallible Word of God, and 
that the saving power of Jesus is our only hope of 
salvation, accept, in an attitude of futility, the 
apostasy that lies all about us? The answer from 
God’s Word is emphatically ““NO’’. St. Paul writes 
the Christians of Corinth ‘“‘Watch ye, Stand fast in 
the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” As we hear 
cries on every hand for religious toleration respect- 
ing heretical doctrines of all kinds, let us ask our- 
selves the question, is that the teaching of God’s 
Word? St. Paul gives us again a thunderous “NO”. 
In writing to the Galatians he tells them: “Though 
we or an angel from heaven preach a gospel to 
you contravening the gospel which we have preach- 
ed, let him be anathema.” Make no mistake, my 
friends, the Christian religion is an intollerant re- 
ligion. There is only one way given whereby sinful 
man may obtain salvation. God’s first command is 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.” Jesus 
Himself tells us “no man cometh to the Father 
but by me.” 


Contend For The Faith 


When he comes to his last charge, St. Paul says 
to Timothy and to the Church of Christ: “I charge 
thee in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who 
shall judge the living and the dead, and by His 
appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be 
urgent in seasan, out of season: reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and teaching. For the 
time will come when they will not endure the sound 
doctrine, but, having itching ears, will heap to 
themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will 
turn away their ears from the truth, and turn 
aside unto fables.” Even though our efforts seem 
of no avail, let us contend for the Faith, witnessing 
at all times to the saving power of the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Master. In the match- 
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less words of St. Paul to the Ephesians: “Finally, 
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might. Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore, 
take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day.” That is 
the message that I bring to you. As we look to The 
Road Ahead, if we will only cling to the Cross of 
Jesus Christ, neither spiritual wickedness in high 
places nor rulers of the powers of darkness can 
prevail against us. Therefore, Christian friends, 
let us follow the course that is set out so plainly 
in the Word of God; looking neither to the right nor 
to the left as we go; knowing that when we meet 
our God face to face, we shall appear spotless, 
through the saving grace of His only Son, our 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. 


* Alexandria, La. 
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Devotional Meditation 


By Dr. Ralph A. Brown* 


Text: Exodus 3:6: “I AM the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.” 


The names and titles of God are interesting be- 
cause they reveal so much about His nature and 
character. Consider our text which is repeated many 
times in the Bible: “I AM the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.” If we will give a little study to 
this familiar verse we will find much encourage- 
ment for us day after day. 


I. The God of Abraham. 


A man is known by his ideals. A God is known 
by the character of those who worship Him. The 
fact that God was willing to be called the “God of 
Abraham” reflects upon the character of God. 


What kind of man was Abraham? In the Bible he 
is called the “Father of the Faithful,” and “The 
Friend of God.” When we study the life of Abra- 
ham we see that he was indeed a very noble man. 
His sacrifice for ideals and convictions, his willing- 
ness to help others, his desire to live in peace with 
neighbors and his care for his nephew, all these 
traits mark Abraham as an outstanding person. 


It is easy to see why God would like to be known 
as the “God of Abraham,” a man whose life, 
character and conduct were so noble and whose 
conservation bore witness to his devotion to God. 
But so few of us can claim the same quality of 
character and nobility of life like Abraham that we 
wonder if God would like us to be known as His 


followers. 
Il. The God of Isaac. 


Isaac was a man of peace. Nothing outstanding 
like his father Abraham. Yet he was a very good 
man and bore a good reputation. He was willing to 
give up things to live in peace with fellow men. 


It is easy to see that God would like to be called 
the God of peaceful people. In the Beatitudes Jesus 
says, “Blessed are the peace makers, for they 
shall be called the chidren of God.” 


Yes, God would like to be known as the “God of 
the Faithful and the God of the Peaceful.” But so 
many times we are not as faithful as we should be, 
nor as peaceable as we can be. We are hasty, we 
are selfish, we want to get along in the world. We 
wonder, Can God love us? Then we come to the 
next phrase: 


III. The God of Jacob. 


Note that here the name “Jacob” is used, not 
“Israel.” There was a great deal of difference 
between Jacob and Israel. “Israel’? was the name 
God gave to Jacob after his transforming exper- 
ience when he wrestled all night with God before 
meeting his angry brother Esau. Let us look back 
and see what kind of man that was which wrestled 
all night with God. 


The name “Jacob” means “Supplanter.” He did 
supplant his less ambitious brother Esau and drove 
a hard bargain to gain the birthright for a mess 
of pottage. He was a deceiver who did not hesitate 
to deceive his blind old father. That his mother en- 
couraged him in it does not lessen his responsibility. 
Later then he deceived his uncle Laban, his 
mother’s brother and was deceived by him. 


Jacob was a “rough-and-tumble” man of the 
world. He asked no quarter and he gave none. He 
was a hard worker and believed that one succeeded 
in life as he used his wits and strength and did not 
trust to luck. He believed in God in a general sort 
of way like many people today but his religion 
did not interfere with his business. 


One will ask, what kind of reflection does that 
throw upon God in being willing to be called “The 
God of Jacob.” If Jacob had continued in such 
nature, it would not reflect to God. But the credit 
to God comes in that He was able to take this very 
human Jacob and change him into “Israel,” which 
means “A Prince with God.” Jacob had some very 
fine traits that only needed to be directed in a 
better way. God could overcome Jacob’s faults and 
make him a powerful influence for good, if Jacob 
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would yeild himself to God. It is to Jacob’s ever- 
lasting honor that he yielded himself to God and 
became even greater than before. 


Each of us feels the desire for nobler character. 
We see our own faults and limitations and wish 
there were a way to overcome them. We wish there 
was a power to help us be what we ought to be. 


There is such a power, it is God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who asks us to come to Him. 
As He helped Jacob and transformed him into 
Israel, He will help us, and change the undesirable 
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traits and nature into nobility of character. All He 
asks is that we will yield the direction of life to 
Him, that we will acknowledge that we need Him 
and let Him help us and guide us day by day. 


He says, “Lo, I am with you always.” He is our 
Friend. That He could help Jacob is proof He can 
and will help us. He can lift us above selfishness 
and many other faults that mar life and character. 
Take Him with you today and every day. He says, 
“T am come that you may have life abundantly,” 


*Bristol, Tenn. 





CALVINISM 


By A. Dakin. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 224 pages. Price $2.75. 


With the present revival of interest in John 
Calvin and his theology this volume should attract 
many readers. First published in English six years 
ago, it is the work of A. Dakin, President of 
Bristol Baptist College. The work is too brief, of 
course, to be more than an introduction. But it is 
clearly written and not beyond the grasp of inter- 
ested laymen. 


Calvinism is treated first as a dogmatic, and 
then as an ecclesiastical, system. The author fol- 
lows closely Calvin’s order in the Institutes. To 
this work Dakin makes constant reference, avoid- 
ing lengthy quotations. Occasionally he indicates 
where modern criticism of the system arises and 
the course the criticism takes. The author’s own 
criticisms appear most frequently in his discussions 
of Calvin’s doctrines of predestination. and the au- 
thority of Scripture, particularly the authority of 
the Old Testament. With respect to the Bible, 
Dakin appears to follow Barth. In fact, like others 
he makes the mistake of considering Barthianism 
a revival of Calvinism. 


The writer appears at his best in sections on 
justification by faith and on the Calvinistic way 
of life. Readers will be attracted also to the chap- 
ter, “Calvinism and the Social Order,” largely a 
treatment of the system’s relation to capitalism. 


To read Calvinism is to do more than to read 
the past; it is to read what is most pertinent to 
life of today and tomorrow. —Adrian De Young. 
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CHRISTIANITY RIGHTLY 
SO CALLED 


By Samuel G. Craig. Presbyterian & Reform 
Publishing Co., $2.00, p.p. 270, 1946. 


Dr. Craig gives us here the fruit of a long life 
devoted to the defence of the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. The book is moderate and 
careful in its statements and balanced in its posi- 
tions. Its aim is not to prove the truth of Chris- 
tianity, but to distinguish Christianity rightly so 
called from falsifications that call themselves Chris- 
tianity. Craig is clear in his presentations of antag- 
onistic systems and is charitable in admitting that 
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many calling themselves “liberals” or ‘‘Modernists” 
are at heart better than their systems. 


The thesis of the volume is well put in the follow- 
ing: “We submit that none have any right to call 
what they confess Christianity unless they can 
answer affirmatively the following questions: Do 
you believe in a supernatural God who is Creator 
and Ruler of all things visible and invisible? Do you 
believe in a Christianity that is based upon and 
constituted by certain great historical facts, more 
particularly upon the fact of Christ as One to Whom 
it owes both its origin and its continuance? Does 
the fact of the death of Christ as an atoning sacri- 
fice occupy a central place among these constitu- 
tive facts? Does what you call Christianity posit 
the absolute need of regeneration and santification 
by the Holy Spirit? Inability to answer these ques- 
tions in the affirmative will make clear that what 
they call Christianity is a falsification of it.” 


Among the excellent emphases in the book we 
note the clear doctrine of the supernatural, the 
insistence upon Christian living as well as Christian 
doctrine, the present as well as the past work of 
Christ, the importance of both facts or events and 
value or interpretation of these events. We agree 
with Dr. Craig that the Bible is God’s interpretation 
of the Christian facts and hence the final state- 
ment of their meaning. 


This volume will make an excellent basis for in- 
teresting and illuminating studies for prayer meet- 
ing or for a men’s Bible class. We should like to 
see sections of it carried from issue to issue in The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. —Wm. C. R. 


a 





HEART-BEATS 


By Arthur Meyer. Published by Wm. B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.25. 


The forty-five little messages in this book on 
“subjects which are vitally close to the heart- 
strings of humankind” are germinal in their na- 
ture and when planted in our thought life will bear 
fruit for many years. They discuss simple themes. 
One of the best is on “Conscience.” Here we find 
such suggestive sentences as: “Our Consciences 
need to be kept keen and alert, and they become so 
only as we obey them, as we respect them, and as 
we use them to the glory of God—and it’s such a 
part of our inner self of which God expects the 
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utmost faithfulness. Conscience of itself does not 
tell us what is right. God through His Word and 
Holy Spirit does that. What is conscience then? It 
is that voice within us that tells us, urges us, yes 
it commands us to be that which we are told by 
God’s Word to be right, or warns us not to do that 
which God’s Word tells us is wrong. How thankful 
we ought to be for that wisdom of God to give us 
such a monitor to co-operate with Him in helping 
to keep us straight and walking in the center of 
His will. —John R. Richardson. 


EVANGELISTIC SERMONS 
By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. $1.00. 


This little book contains twelve sermons which 
have been greatly used of God in the author’s 
evangelistic meetings. The subjects indicate the 
range of the preacher’s thought and the content of 
his messages: One Book; The Glory of God; Your 
Adversary, the Devil; Thinking of Christ; What Is 
a Christian; So great Salvation; The Final Destiny 
of Man; Sanctification; Not Your Own; Do You 
Pray; Attitudes Toward the Christian Religion; 
Life a Period of Preparation. Dr. Flow is thor- 
oughly at home in the Scriptures; and his sermons 
are not only biblical in thought but also largely 
clothed in biblical language. The book may be se- 
cured from the author, whose address is: Concord, 
nN. G. —Donald W. Richardson. 


PRINTED STORY-SERMONS 


By P. G. S. Hopwood, B.Litt. Published by 
Fleming H. Revell, New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


The author of this volume will be remembered 
by his former work entitled, “Out Of The Blitz,” 
reviewed in these columns some time ago. In this 
particular volume he demonstrates his ability to 
write in a manner that will appeal tremendously to 
children. We have here 40 sermonettes for chil- 
dren. The first part discusses, “Things In Gen- 
eral.” The second section is entitled, “Tales From 
Great Poems.” The weakness of this book is that 
there is a tendency at times to oversimplify Chris- 
tian truth. The strength of it is that the author 
takes a text and deduces a helpful thought that is 
designed to find lodgement in the minds of chil- 
dren. —John R. Richardson. 


The Foe Of The Soul 


By Clarence Edward Macartney 


“He that sinneth against me wrongeth his own 
soul.”—Prov. 8:36. 


Peter Cartwright, the famous circuit rider 
preacher, and Lincoln’s opponent for the election 
to Congress, once stayed over night with a skepti- 
cal physician who claimed that the only reality was 
what the senses discerned. He said to him, “Did 
you ever see a religion?” 
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“No!” 


“Did you ever hear a religion?” 
“No!” 


“Did you ever smell a religion?” 
“No 9 

“Did you ever taste religion?” 
“No Pp 


“Did you ever feel religion?” 
“To” 


“Now that,” said the doctor, “has proved beyond 
a doubt by four respectable witnesses that religion 
is not seen, heard, smelled or tasted, and but one 
solitary witness, namely, feeling, has testified that 
it is an experimental fact. The weight of evidence 
is overpowering, sir, and you must give it up.” 


Cartwright then said to the doctor, “In pretend- 
ing to relieve human pain in the human system, 
you have been playing the hypocrite and practicing 
a most wretched fraud on the gullibility of the 
people.” 


To the doctor’s indignant protest, Cartwright 
said, “Did you ever see a pain?” 

“No!” 

“Did you ever hear a pain?” 

“No!” 

“Did you ever smell a pain?” 

“No!” 

“Did you ever taste a pain?” 

“No!” 

“Did you ever feel a pain?” 

“Ves.” 


“Then,” said Cartwright, “four respectable wit- 
nesses against one have testified that there is no 
such thing as pain in a human system.” Taking 
advantage of the doctor’s discomfiture, Cartwright 
fell on his knees and commenced to pray. In a 
short time the great deeps of the man’s heart were 
broken up, and after a brief period of anxiety and 
spiritual agony, he found the Lord with a shout of 
triumph. His slaves he sent at his own expense to 
Liberia, and he himself became a preacher of the 
gospel with many souls to his ministry. 


The soul is not to be seen or heard or handled. 
Yet we all feel that we are, and that we have, 
souls. There is no one here who would not press 
forward to receive it, did I announce that at the 
close of the service I would distribute to every 
worshiper free of cost the most valuable thing in 
the world. Yet every one of us has, and is, that 
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greatest possession under heaven or in heaven, an 
immortal soul. 


There is only one who can liberate, set free, 
cleanse, and save the soul, and that One is He 
who died upon the cross, and there poured out his 
soul into death. 





Wings For The Soul 
The Need Of The Hour 


Think not a leader can alone achieve; 

She needs the help of others who believe 

The cause is just. No worthy fight is won 

Without the rank and file to see it done. 

Great tasks demand that back of her who leads 
Stand many reapers eager with their deeds; 
Women pledged to service in a work well planned, 
Alert to follow him who gives command. 

Forget not, it was said by Christ, our Lord, 

“The faithful, great and small, have like reward.” 
The Spirit calls! He urges all to share 

In saving youth and childhood everywhere. 

It matters not where praises are bestowed; 

It matters much that others share the load. 
Women, who gladly give their strength and hours, 
Who sacrifice themselves and all their powers. 


—Author Unknown. 
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On Subscribing To The 
System Of Doctrine 


At his induction to the chair of New Testament 
Literature and Exegesis of Western Seminary, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Benjamin B. Warfield made the 
following declaration: “I wish, therefore, to de- 
clare that I sign these standards, not as a neces- 
sary form which must be submitted to, but gladly 
and willingly as the expression of a personal and 
cherished conviction; and further, that the system 
taught in these schools is the system which will be 
drawn out of the Scriptures in the prosecution of 
the teaching to which you have called me—not, in- 
deed, because commencing with that system the 
Scriptures can be made to teach it, but because 
commencing with the Scriptures I cannot make 
them teach anything else.” 





The Sin Of Covetousness 
By Rev. Harold L. Lundquist, D.D.* 


It may be a surprise to many to learn that covet- 
ing—or desiring what belongs to another—is a sin. 
It has become one of the “respectable sins” accept- 
ed in the best circles and practiced by many church 
people. “Thou shalt not covet” is the tenth com- 
mandment. It covers the sin which underlies all the 
others against which the commandments speak. 


The yardstick of success in the world is the 
possession of wealth—but this is not God’s way. 
Have you become a lover of money, or do you 
long to have what your friends own? “Take heed, 
and beware of covetousness, for a man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 


In verses 16-21 in this same chapter, our Lord 
tells the parable of the rich man who made elabo- 
rate plans to keep all his wealth for himself. One 
wonders what he had to say for himself when that 
very night his soul was required of him and he was 
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called into the presence of God to give an account 
of his stewardship (v.20). 


Because covetousness destroys the best in life, 
and separates us from God, we should shun it 
like poison. This can be done if we put our trust 
and confidence in God. His children are to take no 
anxious thought for the morrow. This does not 
forbid proper preparation and forethought, but it 
does rule out fretful anxiety. If we trust the all- 
powerful One, what occasion is there for worry, 
or covetousness? Anxiety does not help anyone, 
anytime, anywhere. Worry never accomplished 
anything. So why worry? God will provide if we 
only trust Him. 


When we get our eyes off things and on the 
Lord, life becomes simple, pleasant, useful, confi- 
dent. Then God can truly bless us, and the bless- 
ing of God far exceeds anything the world has to 
offer. 


*Member of Faculty, Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, IIl. 


Wings For The Soul 


A Suggestion 


I cannot tell why there should come to me a 
thought of some one miles and years away, in swift 
insistence on the memory, unless there be a need 
that I should pray. 





He goes his way. I mine; we seldom meet to 
talk of plans or changes, day by day, of pain or 
pressure, triumph or defeat, or special reasons 
why ’tis time to pray. 


We are too busy to spare thought for days to- 
gether of some friends away; perhaps God does it 
for us, and we ought to read His signal as a call 
to pray. 


Perhaps, just then, my friend has fiercer fight, 
a more appalling weakness, a decay of courage, 
darkness, some lost sense of right—and so, in case 
he needs my prayer, I pray. 


Friend, do the same for me! If I intrude, un- 
asked, upon you, on some crowded day, give me a 
moment’s prayer, as interlude; be very sure I 
need it, therefore, pray. —Selected. 





CONFESSING CHRIST 

“When we see men smothering their faith, and 
holding in check their better impulses, letting them- 
selves be counted with the world when they ought 
to be counted with the Church, then, indeed, we 
feel like reminding them that they also are re- 
quired, as the condition of Christ’s salvation of 
them, to confess Him before men. You are asked 
for no confession of theology, important as a creed 
may be, and I like to think that our Church, while 
she is supposed to lay much stress on her doctrine, 
opens in a truly Christlike way her portals to the 
world, asking not even adherence to her own par- 
ticular doctrines, but simply asking genuine faith 
in Jesus Christ. You are asked for no profession of 
goodness, important as it is to be good, but you 
are asked to confess Christ as your Lord and Sa- 
viour. That is enough to begin with. It puts you 
on God’s side. It puts you on the side of holiness. 
If it be genuine, it means an utter change of the 
natural bent of your wills. It means a religious 
life, based on trust in Jesus as your only and all- 
sufficient Saviour.’”’ George T. Purves, Sometime 
Professor in Princeton Theological Seminary. 
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